
What is US-Led War and Militarism – Facilitator Guide

Resist US-Led War Movement Curriculum

Course #1: What is US-Led War and Militarism

Facilitation Guide

The first course of the Resist US-Led War Movement curriculum, "What is US-Led War and 
Militarism," provides a foundational overview of militarism and its impact on people's lives and their 
resistance. Using specific examples, it contextualizes the struggle against US militarism within Resist's 
campaigns, such as the Anti-Militarism Agenda and Cut Ties with War Profiteers, within an 
encompassing anti-militarist, and ultimately anti-imperialist, analysis. 

This Facilitation Guide offers the essential points and suggestions to meet these objectives. While it 
provides a core structure, facilitators are encouraged to adapt the form of delivery and add to the 
minimum content based to their local context and campaigns.

Table of contents:
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4. Anti-Militarism
5. Summary
6. Closing and Next Steps/Calls to Action
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Introduction - Time: 5-10 minutes - Slides 2-7

Objectives:

• Introduce Resist as an organization
• Contextualize the course within the overall curriculum it is a part of

Content Facilitation Suggestion

What is the Result US Led War Movement? 

• The Resist US-Led War Movement 
(“Resist”) is a broad global network that is 
united on two main points. First that all 
peace-loving people around the world must 
resist US-led war. Second, that it is through 
collective effort of the people that we build 

• You can read more together about how 
resist was founded on the website: 
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.co
m/about-us.html

https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/about-us.html
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/about-us.html
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just peace. Resist aims to contribute towards 
strengthening a global mass movement 
against US-led imperialist war and militarism 
by encouraging coordination and cooperation 
amongst anti-war and peace groups across 
the globe. Through network-building, 
building campaign platforms, and providing 
a hub for movement resources, Resist works 
arm in arm with its members to carry out the 
calls of its manifesto.

What are the 2 Points of unity for Resist? 

• Resist US-Led War and militarism, which 
includes the withdrawal of US military 
troops, occupation, bases, war games and 
exercises in West Asia, Africa, East, Central 
and South Asia, Latin America, the 
Caribbean, the Pacific Islands, and East 
Europe. Resist US-NATO, AFRICOM and 
CIA counterinsurgency operations, proxy 
wars and other forms of covert 
intervention. Fight Zionism, apartheid and 
systemic racism. Fight against the US 
military-industrial complex, including 
divestment from the hundreds of billions 
spent on war and militarization and 
redirecting of public funds towards peoples’ 
needs, development and infrastructure.

• Build Just Peace through justice, social 
equity and solidarity amongst peoples, 
including the recognition of the right to self-
determination, economic and food 
sovereignty and self-defense of nations and 
oppressed peoples from reactionary 
aggression and violence.

• You can read the full Manifesto together 
from the Resist US-Led War website: 
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.co
m/join-the-movement.html

Discuss:

• How do these definitions of Us Led War 
are different from what you would 
expect? 

• What do we mean by a "just peace"?

How does this course relate to the Resist 
Curriculum? 

• As part of Resist’s ongoing work as a 
resource hub and campaign platform for anti-

• Prepare beforehand based on what you 
know of the likely participants. 

• Encourage sharing across experiences on 
impacts of militarism on the conditions of 
the people, especially from those from 

https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/join-the-movement.html
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/join-the-movement.html
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war network building, political education is a 
crucial task for the movement. This 
educational material is part of a wider 
curriculum exposing and outlining the many 
aspects of militarism, imperialism, and 
fascism; how they function, how they fit into 
the broader picture of US-led war, how they 
impact people in many ways, and how people 
are fighting back against them. The 
curriculum also summarizes all the strategies 
and tactics for fighting back into a 
culminating discussion on just and lasting 
peace.This curriculum is meant to give life 
to, explain, and assert, Resist’s manifesto and 
line on the role of US-led war within the 
imperialist system, the importance of the role 
of the masses themselves in resisting wars of 
aggression, and the inevitability of their 
victory and the realization of just peace 
through militant resistance and international 
solidarity.

• This course is the first course in a multiple-
part curriculum. It is meant to be a 
standalone course, so there is no expectation 
of what you should know before coming into 
the course. There is also not a need to 
commit to taking the next courses in order to 
go through this one, however the future 
courses will build off the content of this one.

• This is not an academic course - it is meant 
for activists and peoples' organizations. It is 
meant to draw on lived experience, and is not 
based around the need to know specific facts 
and figures.

• Because it is based on the lived experience of 
the people, and because this is meant to be a 
curriculum presented to a global audience, 
participants may bring different experiences 
into the conversation.

oppressed classes, nations, and sectors.

Introductory Discussion - Time: 10-15 minutes - Slides 8-13

Objectives:
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• Define militarism
• Encourage participants to think of their lived experiences and concrete conditions of militarism 

to help with applying the theoretical concepts later in the course
• Allow participants to hear from one another
• Gauge the knowledge level and current understanding of the participants

Content Facilitation suggestion

What are the learning objectives of the Course?

• Give a basic overview of militarism, all its 
aspects and how it impacts people, with 
particular examples of people’s livelihoods

• Provide informative and agitating examples of 
how people are resisting militarism

• Explain in detail Resist’s analysis of 
militarism, war, and peace

• Contextualize Resist’s campaigns within an 
anti-militarist analysis

• If there are additional learning 
objectives for a particular presentation 
of the course, based off certain 
objectives of a campaign it is being 
presented for or a particular action that 
is being built up to, feel free to include 
them here

What is militarism? 

• Militarism is the systematic use of military 
violence to advance the interests of the state 
and its ruling class while repressing the 
resistance of the people. It is the result of the 
political and ideological engineering of war to 
be inevitable. 

• Militarism is a product of and intrinsically tied 
to the global modern imperialist political-
economic system.

Before presenting the resist definition ask: 

• What do you think of when you hear the 
word militarism?

• What definitions have you heard of 
militarism?

After presenting the definition you can 
continue the discussion by asking: 

• In what ways have you experienced 
militarism, or have been affected by 
militarism?

• What are some examples of the ways 
that militarism operates in our society?

• How does militarism manifest locally? 
How does it manifest globally? How are 
these related?

• Why should our movements be 
especially concerned particularly with 
US militarism? 
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What is Militarism - 10-15 minutes - Slides 14-21

• Objectives:
• Breakdown definition of militarism given in the last section. 
• Provide example for different aspects of militarism in the age of imperialism. 
• Unite on a framework for analyzing militarism's impacts on people

Content 
Facilitation 
Suggestion 

Open the section contextualizing it: 

• Militarism is more than just war.  Its aspects are economic, political, social, 
and cultural.

• This is done to create fertile ground for militarism to operate and spread, and it 
has impacts on people in each of these spheres of life.

• As stated in the opening definition of militarism, we are talking about an entire 
system and not just wars on their own separated from that system. Militarism 
also occurs even without openly declared wars, such as in military occupations, 
sanctions, or the daily violence experienced from military bases or exercises 
undertaken in communities. Militaristic regimes enact violence and plunder on 
their own people without ever declaring war while wearing a face of peace to the 
rest of the world to hide their attacks on the people. For this reason, we need to 
expand and broaden how we understand militarism and to link our campaigns 
against repressive military violence whoever it occurs in order to build the 
conditions for just and lasting peace.
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How does Militarism Manifest in different spheres of society and life? 

• Economic Impacts of Militarism: effects on livelihood, production, natural 
resources, and access to basic necessities, as well as economic and food 
sovereignty.

• Examples of this include:
• Depletion, destruction, and theft of resources- natural resources, 

human resources
• War budgets instead of pro-people government spending
• Inflation, stagnation, spiraling economic crisis
• Research and development directed to military science instead of 

people’s needs
• Mass displacement of workers abroad due to militarization at 

home, “brain drain”
• Massive carbon emissions and climate crisis

• Political Impacts of Militarism: effects on civil, political, and collective rights; 
and on the self determination and sovereignty of nations and peoples.

• Examples of this include:
• Violence and political crisis as a tool of control by foreign 

military powers and even the domestic state
• Imperialist domination of other countries, destruction of 

sovereignty
• Militarized police state and surveillance technology 
• State repression of resistance and peace activists
• Interests of the ruling class are protected 

• Social Impacts of Militarism: effects on the relations between people, 
functioning of family and society, social norms, and societal hierarchies between 
oppressor and oppressed.

• Examples of this include:
• Instability and division in day-to-day interactions between people, 

interpersonal violence
• Constant fear for the future, isolation and distrust
• Systemic discrimination e.g. racism, xenophobia, patriarchy, anti-

LGBTQ to serve militaristic culture
• Cultural Impacts of Militarism: effects on ideological narratives and cultural 

practices that normalize violence, war and domination and are portrayed as 
permanent and unchanging.

• Examples of this include:
• Ideology and legitimization of militarism informing norms, values 

and justification of anti-people and violent ideas
• Scapegoating of “others”
• Repression of resistance and peace activism
• Manufacturing consent for war
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The Struggle Against Militarism - 30-45 minutes - Slides 22-42

Objectives:

• Show the full extent of how US-led war manifests and its impacts on the people
• Show concrete examples of fightback against the manifestations of US-led war and militarism 
• Give a general overview of different targets of US-led war and militarism that appear in 

particular calls within the Anti-Militarism Agenda
• Agitate and inspire participants into taking up anti-militarism campaigns. Highlight peoples' 

victories

Content Facilitation Suggestion 

Open up the section by restating the different impacts on militarism and 
the importance of understanding the impacts to understand how we can 
fight back. it is also important to understand what is at the root of these 
aspects of militarism, such as the profit motive and economic plunder, 
geopolitical strategy of imperialists, and other interests of war profiteers. 

What are wars of aggression and how how are people fighting them? 

• Wars of Aggression - Wars launched and carried out to achieve 
the domination of one state over another; wars conducted in an 
oppressive nature, as opposed to self-defense or national 
liberation

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Destruction of civilian infrastructure 

and productive capacity, widespread starvation and 
destruction of food systems, mass unemployment due to 
displacement

• Political impacts: Overthrow of independent sovereign 
governments by external powers, imposition of militarist 
puppet regimes, overall militarisation of the state

• Social impacts: Death of thousands and even millions, 
severe injuries of the population, mass displacement

• Cultural impacts: Destruction of education institutions, 
historical landmarks destroyed.

Peoples’ Fightback Against Wars of Aggression

• Examples to draw from

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda: 

• You can also refer 
back to Resist's 
statements on 
Zionist attacks on 
Iran and Palestine.

https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/statements/hands-off-iran-resist-the-us-zionist-war-of-aggression-against-west-asia
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/antimilitarismagenda2025.html
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/antimilitarismagenda2025.html
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• Steadfastness of peoples to remain on their land 
regardless of extreme violence

• Worldwide mass mobilizations
• Walkouts and anti-war strike movements
• Workers’ refusal to load weapons shipped to the 

battlefield
• Military counter-recruitment
• Soldiers’ refusal to fight unjust wars
• Armed defense against aggressor states

What are military occupations how are people fighting them? 

• Military Occupations - The suppression of one people or state by 
an aggressor state, maintaining a militarized presence to control 
or displace the people for political and economic gain; often 
masked as so-called “peace keeping” by the aggressor to mask 
their intentions

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Shutting down of domestic 

businesses, food blockades, labor exploitation by 
occupying power

• Political impacts: Usurpation of sovereignty and self-
determination of occupied people

• Social impacts: Restriction of movement due to military 
checkpoints, mass detention, severe abuse by occupying 
forces on the people

• Cultural impacts: Psychological fear and trauma, 
mindset of domination and subservience imposed by the 
occupying power from above, erasure of history of 
resistance of the people being occupied

How are People Fighting back Against Military Occupations?

• Examples to draw from
• Decisiveness and sacrifice of occupied people to remain 

on their historic lands
• Refusal to submit to orders of occupying power
• Solidarity actions from people within the occupying state
• Exposure of the falsity of the occupation’s justification 

narrative
• Armed resistance against the occupier

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda.

What are Puppet and Proxy Regimes ?

• Foreign-backed governments that rule over, oppress, or wage war 
on the people of their country on behalf of imperialist or other 

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
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aggressor states. These regimes act with full political, economic, 
and military backing of their patron states while masking 
themselves as supposedly acting in the interest of the local 
people.

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Rejection of national industries in 

favor of dependence on external investment and foreign 
aid programs that benefit external powers and local 
puppets

• Political impacts: Pseudo-sovereignty under 
neocolonialism, rulers rule on behalf of external powers 
but not the people

• Social impacts: Daily instability due to constant 
economic and political crises, systematic migration 
abroad

• Cultural impacts: Celebration of external powers and 
their cultural tropes imposed from the state, rejection and 
shame of independent national culture and history

How are people fighting back against Puppet and Proxy Regimes?

• Examples to draw from
• National united front of all patriotic forces against the 

foreign-backed puppet regime
• Movements of the exploited masses resisting the militarist 

power of their local exploiters
• Ending military aid from the foreign backer
• National democratic revolutions in the neo-colonies

Militarism Agenda.

What are Military Alliances and Agreements? 

• Formal treaties between two or more countries to conduct 
military actions together. While presented as equal, they rely on 
existing political and socioeconomic inequalities between 
countries for the strategic gain of the more powerful 
country. They are used by imperialists to pull their less powerful 
allies or puppets into their wars of aggression.

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Unequal economic impositions 

favoring the bigger power such as deregulated exports 
and private contracts for foreign-owned companies

• Political impacts: Unequal military expectations favoring 
the bigger power, imposition of external command 
structures, tool of political rivalry turning puppet 
countries into military pawns in wider conflicts

• Social impacts: Facilitates the recruitment and 

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda.

• For a Case study 
you can refer back 
to Resist's Primer 
on The North 
Atlantic Treaty 
Organization 
(NATO)

https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/uploads/1/1/0/0/110020547/%5Bdigital%5D_nato_primer_2nd_edition_organized.pdf
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/uploads/1/1/0/0/110020547/%5Bdigital%5D_nato_primer_2nd_edition_organized.pdf
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/uploads/1/1/0/0/110020547/%5Bdigital%5D_nato_primer_2nd_edition_organized.pdf
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deployment of troops away from home
• Cultural impacts: Ideological celebration of external 

power as “partner” or “heroic protector” despite unequal 
treaties

How are people fighting back against Military Alliances and 
Agreements

• Examples to draw from
• Exposing the unequal nature of military agreements
• Taking advantage of the political cracks in military 

alliances
• Protesting the visits of “allied” military and political 

leaders
• Alliances with pro-peace advocates within government to 

demand the nullification of unequal treaties

What are military bases? 

• Military Bases - Armed installations for military planning and 
staging of troops and weapons; built within a state’s own borders 
or within another state’s borders by an aggressor state as a 
method for political domination and geopolitical positioning.

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Devastates local economies 

through invasive disruption of land and resources
• Political impacts: Local communities are subject 

to military control, amounts to de facto occupation 
in the case of foreign bases of external powers

• Social impacts: Disruption of movement and 
violence against civilians similar to military 
occupation

• Cultural impacts: Inundation of militarist and 
chauvinistic values by military troops in constant 
vicinity, promotion of external power’s culture in 
case of foreign bases

How are people fighting back against Military Bases ?

• Examples to draw from
• Exposure of the unseen everyday impacts on 

communities
• Challenging of government land lease agreements
• Demonstrations outside bases
• Militant confrontation actions
• Jointly coordinated demonstrations and actions at 

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda.
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multiple bases
• Continued campaigns until the closure of bases

What are Military Exercises and Trainings? 

• Military Exercises and Trainings - Military drills, live-fire 
simulations, and so-called “war games” conducted to train 
military forces, wage full-scale rehearsals for future wars, 
and provoke rival states into starting wars themselves.

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Disruption and straining of 

local productive activity during exercises, wasteful 
destruction of resources, promotion of war 
profiteering as weapons are tested

• Political impacts: Projection of military 
dominance towards rival states and escalation of 
tensions

• Social impacts: Accidental civilian injuries, 
wasteful pollution and destruction of the 
environment, instillation of fear in nearby 
communities

• Cultural impacts: Promotion and celebration of 
military violence, glorification of war and political 
domination over others

How are people fighting back against Military Exercises and 
Trainings

• Examples to draw from
• Exposing the destructive impacts despite the lack 

of open conflict
• Documenting impacts on the land and local 

communities
• Mass demonstrations in areas where exercises 

happen
• People’s occupation of lands reserved for 

exercises to delay or stop them

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda.

• For a more in depth 
case study visit the 
Cancel RIMPAC 
campaign page for 
webinars and 
materials on the 
Military exercise 
and the fight against 
it 

What is Counter-Terrorism and Counter-Insurgency ?

• Counter-Terrorism and Counter-Insurgency - Long term 
military and police operations waged by aggressor states 
against less militarily powerful forces combining military 
force, repressive laws, and psychological warfare. They 

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda.

https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/cancel-rimpac.html
https://www.resistusledwarmovement.com/cancel-rimpac.html
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often target peoples’ movements to tag them as 
“terrorists” to isolate them from the people, while also 
targeting the people themselves for the political and 
socioeconomic interests of the state. They are deliberately 
misclassified as so-called “low-intensity conflict” to mask 
the full-scale wars on the people that these operations 
encompass.

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Campaigns oftentimes serve 

corporations terror tagging local communities to 
displace them and grab their land, financial 
sanctioning

• Political impacts: Supports the interests of local 
or external rulers to wage war using so-called 
“low intensity” tactics

• Social impacts: Divide-and-rule tactic used 
among the people to sow distrust and break unity 
to resist, targets unseen communities in the rural 
areas of countries

• Cultural impacts: State propaganda promotes 
dissent and democratic ideals as dangerous, 
eschewing of revolutionary and peace activism 
among the people as a means of survival

How are People Fighting back Against Counter-Terrorism and 
Counter-Insurgency?

• Examples to draw from
• Demanding an end to “counter-terror” laws
• Counter-prop against terror tagging: “Who is the 

real terrorist?”
• Amplification and exposure of killings and rural 

violence to the public
• Alliance with pro-people government leaders to 

advocate for repealing “counter-terror” laws
• Solidarity within the imperialist backing country 

to end “Overseas Contingency Operations”
• Serving the people and winning their trust

• For more in depth 
case studies 
facilitators can refer 
to Zero In webinars 
series on Burma and 
India

What is State Repression? 

• Laws, police violence, and the prison system directed 
against the people to violently suppress the people and 
maintain the current class in control of the state.

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Bloated police budgets over 

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda.

• For more in depth 
case studies 

https://www.facebook.com/share/v/16eeVxm9Hq/
https://www.facebook.com/share/p/15eYZ1pevS/
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social spending, police mobilized against the 
urban poor and houseless

• Political impacts: Reinforces the ruling power 
through military force against its own population

• Social impacts: Disruption to everyday activities, 
co-opting of “civilian peacekeepers” to assist in 
state surveillance, mass incarceration

• Cultural impacts: Glorification of police and 
other repressive state forces, promotion of racism 
and other discriminatory ideologies in over-
policed communities

How are people fighting back Against State Repression?

• Examples to draw from
• Challenging bloated police budgets
• Exposing police crimes
• Community defense and security networks
• Non-compliance with police orders
• People’s blockades, pushing back police
• Mass uprisings in city centers

facilitators can refer 
to campaigns 
against police 
violence and mass 
surveillance

What are Sanctions and Blockades?

• Sanctions and Blockades - Forced blocking of food, 
medicine, finances, and other necessities from a country 
or territory with the goal of weakening a state or people. 
While masked as targeting only specific individuals, they 
in fact are waged against the whole people with the intent 
to starve them into supporting the interests of the 
aggressor.

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Complete economic rupture 

and isolation of entire countries, engineering of 
severe economic crisis, skyrocketing inflation, 
lack of agricultural and industrial materials for 
basic production

• Political impacts: Deliberate weakening of ruling 
governments by external sanctioning power

• Social impacts: Widespread starvation and health 
crisis due to lack of food and supplies, social 
division influenced from external powers

• Cultural impacts: Reinforces propaganda of 
sanctioned country as the villain and sanctioning 
power as on the side of the people

• For different 
examples and Case 
studies instructors 
can refer to the Anti 
Militarism Agenda.
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How are people fighting back against Sanctions and Blockades?

• Examples to draw from
• Developing independent and self-sufficient 

economies
• Grassroots and people’s organizations leading and 

promoting independent studies on the effects of 
sanctions

• Delivery of basic goods to sanctioned country 
despite sanction laws

• Struggling within sanctioning countries to end 
sanctions

• Defense of sanctioned independent governments 
against externally-influenced overthrow attempts

• What is the Military-Industrial Complex and the Arms Race?
• The intertwining of military actions and weapons 

production with a state’s entire economy and the power of 
weapons corporations in war making decisions of states; 
the driving of wars for profit

• Examples to draw from
• Economic impacts: Supports massive profits of 

transnational weapons companies (W-TNCs), 
local economies are directed towards weapons 
production

• Political impacts: W-TNCs wield immense 
political influence in military-related government 
decisions

• Social impacts: Educational opportunities are 
geared towards the war industry, mining and other 
extractive elements of the supply chain devastate 
rural communities

• Cultural impacts: Celebration of W-TNCs as 
“job creators” and the “arsenal of democracy”, 
normalization of all-out war in every aspect of 
production and everyday life

How are people fighting back Military-Industrial Complex and the Arms 
Race?

• Examples to draw from
• Exposing the violence that W-TNCs profit from
• Cutting institutional ties with W-TNCs
• Blockading weapons plants and halting production
• Blocking the shipment of weapons
• Challenging leases of W-TNC facilities within 

municipalities
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• Shutting down weapons plants

Anti-Militarism - 20-30 minutes - Slides 43-48

Objectives:

• Deepen Resist's definitions of militarism and just peace using examples from the previous 
content

• Provide participants time to deepen their own understandings through discussion
• Internalize the key summary points of analysis for participants

Content Facilitation Suggestion 

What is Militarism and Just Peace? 

• Militarism: the systematic use of military violence to 
advance the interests of the state and its ruling class 
while repressing the resistance of the people; the result 
of the political and ideological engineering of war to be 
inevitable; a product of and intrinsically tied to the 
global modern imperialist political-economic system.

• Just Peace: justice, social equity, and solidarity amongst 
peoples, including the recognition of the right to self-
determination, economic, and food sovereignty, and 
self-defense of nations and oppressed peoples from 
reactionary aggression and violence

Struggle against imperialism to build just peace

• Militarism is systemic in imperialist society. A genuine 
peace can be systemic if we are in a new society. We 
need to struggle to end imperialism to have a just and 
lasting peace. 

Closing discussion

• War and militarism are the most repressive tools 
available for state forces. What is it they are trying to 
repress? What does this say about the nature and 
interests of militaristic states?

• Why do the people aspire for just and lasting peace? 
What are the concrete conditions for peace? Why do 
these conditions make militaristic states feel threatened?

• What tactics exist for the peace movement to achieve 
this goal? What tactics stood out from the earlier 

• Discussion: Return to 
definition of militarism. Ask 
participants if they have new 
reflections on the definition 
after going through the course 
and learning about the many 
aspects of how militarism 
manifests

• Note: Course #2 goes into an 
analysis of imperialism, where 
you can go deeper into this 
topic. For this course, it should 
be emphasized that we need to 
end imperialism to have a just 
and lasting peace. 

• Pose 1-2 questions to have a 
closing discussion to draw out 
main lessons and reflections 
from participants.
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examples? How do these tactics relate with and support 
one another in the overall fight for just peace?

• How can militarism be ended and just peace be 
realized?

• What does a broad and international united front against 
militarism look like?

What are the main points of the course? 

• Militarism means much more than just war  . It 
is the systematic use of military violence to 
advance the interests of the state and its ruling 
class while repressing the resistance of the 
people. It is the result of the political and 
ideological engineering of war to be inevitable. 

• Under militarism, peace is not just or lasting  . 
Ending militarism will take an all-sides 
approach to changing society as a whole. It can 
only be done by a broad movement of the entire 
people and not just a singular peace movement 
divorced from the everyday conditions of the 
most marginalized people,

• War is profitable, so people in power have an   
incentive to make wars inevitable. The overall 
root causes of war are primarily economic, and 
therefore genuine peace can only be achieved by 
confronting the profit motive itself.

• Militarism is determined by the dominant   
political and economic system, and the system 
itself must be challenged. Whether it is the 
ruling regimes of imperialist states like the US 
or externally-backed puppet regimes, these 
regimes are the gatekeepers of power and they 
will maintain militarism as their ultimate tool to 
protect themselves.

• Militarism can be defeated!   War makers and 
all militaristic states are not invincible. They 
will always stumble from one crisis to the next, 
and they can be beaten! This is how militarism 
will end once and for all, when their power is 
gone.

• Militarism is worldwide, so must be the fight   
for just and lasting peace. International 
solidarity, from the imperialist core to the semi-
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colonies, using every tactic at our disposal is 
how peoples’ movements will achieve peace and 
end the root causes of war and militarism, one 
country at a time until all the peoples of the 
world are free!

Closing and Next Steps/Calls to Action - 10-15 minutes - Slide 51 and others

Objectives:

• Present concrete campaigns as next steps to apply the anti-militarist tactics presented in the 
course

• Highlight the Anti-Militarism Agenda of Resist

Content Facilitation suggestion 

What is the anti militarism agenda and how can we take action 
against militarism? 

• The Anti-Militarism Agenda campaign unites anti-war, 
anti-imperialist and pro-peace forces around the world to 
identify the people’s priorities to address imperialist wars 
and other wars of aggression. The Resist US-Led War 
Movement consulted with movements around the world: 
from the Philippines, Korea, Japan, Cyprus, Australia, 
Puerto Rico, Togo, Kenya, South Sudan, Guahan, the 
Marianas Islands, Marshall Islands, Hawai'i, and Palestine.

• The Agenda is designed as a collection of "Calls to 
Action," key struggles being waged around the world by a 
variety of people and organizations. The targets presented 
in these calls are meant to be confronted through globally 
coordinated actions. They are pressure points of US-led 
war, not just manifestations of the war machine's power, 
but struggles of the people that can be won. By presenting 
them in this way, they show both the impacts that they 
have on the people and the ways that people are already 
resisting them. Beyond a mere description of how US-led 
war and militarism impact the people, the Anti-Militarism 
Agenda is a tool for coordinated action around the world 
to fight arm-in-arm against US-led war.

• The Anti-Militarism Agenda includes political education, 
advocacy, mass mobilization and anti-war mass movement 
and network building to expose the interests of the US war 

• Here is the chance to 
close with any 
upcoming activities 
or specific campaign 
that the presentation 
of the course may be 
tied to. 

• Additional slides and 
materials can be 
used to education 
about whatever 
action is being asked 
of the participants 
after attending the 
study of the course.



What is US-Led War and Militarism – Facilitator Guide

machine and its allies and proxies around the world, fight 
against the biggest targets responsible for today’s wars of 
aggression, and advance our united anti-war anti-
militarism agenda towards building a just peace.

• The anti-militarist calls of the Agenda are:
• UNITE TO FIGHT AGAINST US-LED WAR!
• SHUT DOWN THE WAR MACHINE!
• US OUT OF EVERYWHERE!
• STRUGGLE FOR A JUST PEACE!

THE END 


