
What is the Treaty of Paris?

The 1898 Treaty of Paris signed over colonial control from Spain to the US of Puerto Rico, Cuba, Guam, and
the Philippines. Additionally, the US Congress passed a joint resolution in the same year to fraudulently
annex Hawai'i, which already was under occupation by belligerent white sugar barons installed in the 1893 US
invasion of the Hawai'ian Kingdom. This marked the birth of the US as a global empire, and it was through the
relentless plunder andmilitarization of these lands that it began to build itself up into the number one
terrorist superpower that it remains today.

What were the impacts on people and the Land?

The US strategically used its new colonial control over these countries to enrich itself through the
theft of natural resources, exploiting people for cheap labor, and positioning its military in strategic
locations.

Puerto Rico became a keymilitary outpost in the Caribbean as well as a source of sugar cane, coffee,
and tobacco. The US installed a puppet government that would benefit US businessmen and
corporations, while the working class becamemore impoverished and dependent on the US economy.
This would solidify the exploitative sugar monopoly in Puerto Rico for decades to come, eventually
leading to the strengthening of the independencemovement.

Cuba became an “independent nation”, but remained shackled to the US through the Platt
Amendment, which gave the US exclusive rights over Cuba's sugar exports and themeans to intervene
in Cuban affairs and build military bases, such as Guantanamo Bay, that it still maintains today.

The Philippines likewise granted US companies sugar, rice, bananas, and other agricultural
plantations andmines while providing space for military bases at the doorstep of China. Instead of
surrendering to Filipino revolutionaries, the defeated Spanish colonialists sold the Philippines to the
United States for $20million through the Treaty of Paris. This was followed by the Philippine-American
War in 1899 which led to the killing of almost half a million Filipinos, land dispossession, and expansion
of feudal exploitation under US imperialism.

Guamwas a resupply and coaling station for the Manila Galleons that traveled between Acapulco and
Manila and became a key strategic coal and refueling station for US ships between North America and
Asia. Massive land seizures followed the US recapture inWWII andmilitary bases now occupy close to
30% of the entire area of Guam. Guamwas also a hub during the VietnamWar, the ColdWar, Desert
Storm, and the IraqWar.

Hawai'i, like Guam, served as a crucial military outpost for the US, housing the USINDOPACOM
command today. This role, alongside its plantation economy built on forced labor, led to massive land
seizures and severe environmental degradation.

Resist U.S. military occupation, imperialism
and the legacy of the Treaty of Paris

Visit the campaign webpage to learnmore:
bit.ly/independencenow2025



How does the legacy of this Treaty impact people today?

To this day, these nations continue to face oppression by the US, be it in the form of continued
colonialism through "statehood" or being an "unincorporated territory" in the case of Hawai'i (under
illegal occupation by the US), Guam, and Puerto Rico; neocolonialism through US-backed puppet
governments in the case of the Philippines; or brutal economic sanctions and a US blockade in the
case of Cuba.

While each of these countries faced many years of imperialist plunder and exploitation even before
the Treaty of Paris, 1898 marked a new offensive of oppression on the peoples now living under US
colonialism that persists in different forms to this day.

The presence of US bases and other installations has gutted local economies and strained public
services. This system creates dependency and targets local youth for military recruitment while
seizing ancestral lands and water resources, leading to health crises and forced displacement for the
construction of bases. The core function of these bases is to serve as logistical hubs for wars carried
out by the US, as seen with the use of Puerto Rico to stage operations against Venezuela. This
network transforms host communities into frontline targets, sacrificing Indigenous and island peoples
as pawns in US quest for resources and land to exploit. On the other hand, nations like Cuba are
subjected to brutal sanctions for asserting their sovereignty. These sanctions are a form of warfare,
deliberately blocking access to food, medicine, and vital resources, causing widespread suffering and
death from preventable illnesses to punish any challenge to US domination.

The People Fight back!

Yet the people never ceased their resistance to US imperialism. From the Katipunan in the Philippines,
the socialist guerrillas in Cuba, to the current fight for independence in Puerto Rico, Guam, and Hawai’i
- we are part of one struggle.

The Treaty of Paris and its lasting impacts must be rejected as tools of colonialism and US-led war.

The peace-loving peoples of the world must unite with the people of the Philippines, Puerto Rico,
Guam, Hawai'i, Cuba, and all nations fighting for liberation against US imperialism to expose and
oppose the legacy of the Treaty of Paris and fight to bring about just and lasting peace and the end of
US imperialism.

END COLONIAL CONTROL, INDEPENDENCE NOW!


