
BRIEFING: Current US War Moves vs Rising Resistance Against the War Machine
Date: October 3, 2025

1. Overview

The US is pursuing rapid, multi-front military escalation, abandoning even any façade of "diplomacy" 
for all-out, overt war and preparations for more wars. Concurrently, forces fighting for liberation and 
just peace are strengthening globally, creating a decisive period of struggle against the US led war 
machine. 

The primary US objective is maintain and expand its zones of influence and sources of cheap exploited 
labor as well as natural resources against its imperialist competitors. To do that it is setting up the stage 
for other major conflicts beyond the ones it is already waging or otherwise materially and politically 
supporting. Th Oct 2025e US military strategy uses this process to target and dismantle people's 
movements fighting against imperialism internationally.

The purpose of this briefing is to synthesize relevant information on major developments across the 
fronts of the US war currently, to help activists and our movement view the connections across the US 
strategy, in order to strengthen our people's response and resistance against US-led war. This is not an 
exhaustive list and we encourage Resist US-Led War (RULW) members to update RULW with your 
analysis, actions, statements, and feedback as we move forward in struggle to resist US-led war 
and build our movements.

2. Situation Analysis: US-Led War Drive & Escalation
The US is executing a "shock and awe" strategy mixed genocidal tactics and long-term preparation and 
provocation for war on all fronts, characterized by the following actions:

West Asia: US Backing of Genocide, Preparing for Wider Aggression

US War Moves:

• Military Buildup: Rapid troop deployments to Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar (forward HQ of US 
Central Command). Deployment of KC-135 and KC-46A refueling planes indicates preparation 
for potential long-range air strikes, likely against Iran.

• Gaza Invasion Escalation: The Israeli Defense Minister issued a final warning for Gazans to 
move south, declaring those who remain will be considered "terrorists and terror supporters."
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• Trump's "Peace Plan": A 20-point ultimatum that legitimizes settlements, demands near-total 
Palestinian demilitarization, and imposes an unequal prisoner exchange, with proposals to place 
Gaza under a US-led "Peace Board". It is designed to be rejected. Although there has not yet 
been a formal response from the Resistance, it essentially pushes Trump's agenda to colonize 
Gaza under US leadership and sustain a fascist puppet in Israel, entrenching the occupation.

Resistance Moves:

• Ongoing people's war military resistance from Yemen, and Palestinian and Lebanese resistance, 
striking Israeli military targets in spite of genocidal onslaught and annihilation tactics by the 
occupation.

• Global Sumud Flotilla: The Israeli navy's interception of the Global Sumud Flotilla in 
international waters constitutes piracy and maritime terrorism. Huge, sustained global 
demonstrations in support of Palestinian liberation continue. The interception has the potential 
to trigger an upsurge in the mass movement, including general strikes and student-led university 
shutdowns.

• On Oct 3rd Hamas responded to the proposal: "Hamas appreciates the Arab, Islamic, and 
international efforts, as well as those of U.S. President Donald Trump, aimed at ending the war 
on Gaza, securing a prisoner exchange, ensuring the immediate entry of humanitarian aid, 
rejecting the occupation of the Strip, and preventing the displacement of our people. In this 
framework, and in line with achieving a complete ceasefire and full withdrawal from the Gaza 
Strip, Hamas announces its approval of releasing all Israeli captives—both living and remains—
within the framework of the exchange outlined in President Trump’s proposal, provided that the 
necessary field conditions for the exchange are secured. Hamas affirms its readiness to enter, 
through mediators, immediate negotiations to discuss the details of this process. The movement 
also reaffirms its agreement to transfer the administration of the Gaza Strip to a Palestinian 
authority composed of independents (technocrats), based on national consensus and backed by 
Arab and Islamic support.As for other issues in President Trump’s proposal concerning the 
future of Gaza and the inalienable rights of the Palestinian people, these are tied to a unified 
national Palestinian stance, grounded in relevant international laws and resolutions, and will be 
discussed within a comprehensive national framework in which Hamas will actively and 
responsibly participate."

• Israel's Growing Isolation: Colombia terminated its Free Trade Agreement with Israel and 
expelled Israeli diplomats in response to the flotilla attack, signaling growing diplomatic 
isolation of the Zionist entity.

• Iran: Iran affirms its full readiness to defend its territory and national institutions in the face of 
the movement of US cargo planes towards the region. "We are ready to defend despite the 
movements of US aircraft and we will not be subject to psychological warfare."

Europe: Rearming for Inter-Imperialist War, Staging for Wars Against Russia and the Axis of 
Resistance
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US War Moves:

• Rapid Staging: Deployment of the USS Gerald Ford carrier strike group (the largest in Europe) 
and transfer of strategic bombers to the UK.

• France's interception of a Russian oil tanker is part of this theater-wide escalation.
• Trump and the US continue to push the burden of the war in Ukraine onto Europe, while major 

US transnational weapons corporations sell their weapons to the EU and NATO partners, who 
then deliver them as aid to Ukraine.This is in line with the US strategy to push Europe, through 
NATO, to increase its military spending and abandon social welfare, demanding that NATO 
members spend at least 5% of their GDP on defense. 

Resistance Moves:

• Protests against austerity: The nationwide strikes, called by France’s major unions, are the 
latest of a series of protests in EU countries like the Netherlands and Greece.  Unions in France 
are urging Prime Minister Sébastien Lecornu to abandon draft budget measures proposed by his 
predecessor, which include social welfare freezes and austerity measures that many say will 
further erode the purchasing power of workers. They also call for higher taxes on the wealthy.

• Protest Against Bases: In Cyprus continued protests have been staged against foreign bases in 
the country. Primarily operated by the UK, these bases occupy vast parts of the Island and aid 
imperialism powers in their support for the genocide in Gaza. Since October 2023, around 600 
spy flights have been launched from RAF Akrotiri in Cyprus over Gaza, supplying live 
intelligence directly to "Israel."

Asia/Pacific and Southeast Asia: US Pushing Provocative Power Plays, Staging for War Against 
China and DPRK

US War Moves:

• Trump is anticipated to attend the ASEAN summit in Malaysia in October, further pushing his 
agenda for a "Free and Open Indo-Pacific", asserting US control over the economies it 
subordinates in the region, and heightening the trade war against China.

• South Korea plans an 8.2% defense budget increase, with a new security deal expected to cover 

additional purchases of US weapons systems. The US is pushing the line that "Our 
responsibility is to make sure through our mutual defense treaty together that we have the most 
capable, adaptable and lethal fighting force that's modernized, to look at any evolving threat in 
the Indo-Pacific," said Maj. Gen. William Taylor, acting commander of the 8th Army. The US 
has rolled in a range of advanced weapons systems to South Korea this year, recently 
confirming the deployment of an Indirect Fire Protection Capability air defense system, dubbed 
the US version of the Iron Dome, and MQ-9 Reaper drones.  The US military delivered a mid-
range missile system called the Typhon, a land-based weapon that can fire the Standard 
Missile-6 and the Tomahawk Land Attack Missile, to the northern Philippines as part of joint 
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combat exercises in April last year. These moves underscore an aggressive US policy towards 
China that puts people in the Asia Pacific at the front lines of a future war between China and 
the US, a war they never asked for and will cause devastating impacts to the people of these 
countries. The Asia Pacific Economic Cooperation (APEC) forum is meeting in Korea, 
advancing US interests under the guise of supply chain resilience and digital transformation.

• In Kashmir, people continue to protest and fight the brutal occupation of their lands by both 

Pakistan and India. On Oct 2nd, at least eight people were killed in four days of violent protests 
in Pakistani-occupied Kashmir. Pakistan has since cut off phone service and internet access to 
the region.

Resistance Moves:

• Anti-Corruption Protests: Mass protests in the Philippines, Indonesia, and Nepal reveal 

popular disgust with corrupt, neglectful governments that put US military priorities over 
people's needs and democratic aspirations, which are met with state brutality.

• Indonesia: Popular protests surged in response to the killing of a worker by the 

Indonesian military. This revealed intense fascist repression under Prabowo Subianto, 
with thousands arrested and at least 2 murdered by state forces during late-August 
protests.

• Nepal: Youth-led protests against a social media ban and corruption were met with army 

intervention, leading to a pro-US interim government dissolving parliament, 
opportunistically taking advantage of the genuine people's protests.

• Philippines: More than 100,000 people rallied in the Philippines against a government-

wide $2 billion corruption scandal involving ghost flood control projects. Hundreds 
were arrested as protests across the country against the state’s corrupt system continue to 
surge. These protests reflect the seething anger of the broad masses of the Filipino 
people against the monstrous bureaucrat-capitalist plunder of the Marcos regime.

Africa: Foreign Intervention Fuels Conflict

US War Moves:

• Foreign intervention in internal conflicts such as those in Libya, Sudan, the Democratic 
Republic of Congo, and Syria has intensified instability and prolonged suffering, as imperial 
powers and competing forces vie for control over resources and strategic influence. With a 
backdrop of US counterinsurgency in Darfur and a destabilization campaign in Sudan in the 
early years of the war on terror, the current civil war in Sudan has escalated due to foreign 
support for rival factions, with countries like Egypt, the UAE, Russia, and Turkey backing 
different sides, turning the conflict into a proxy battleground that further exacerbates the 
people's suffering.

• The "peace" agreement between DRC and Rwanda, brokered by the US, like any signed with 
the blessing of the US, does not address the root causes of armed conflict in the DRC, ignores 
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the aggressive role of Rwanda in plundering resources and committing atrocities against the 
Congolese people, and maintains the US as the leading imperialist backer and provider of arms 
to the Rwanda-proxy M23 paramilitary group that continues to wage war on the Congolese 
people today. These wars for plunder of resources have killed over 6 million Congolese people, 
resulted in 7 million being internally displaced, and over 1 million currently 
registered as seeking asylum outside of the country.

Resistance Moves:

• After the successive seizures of power by progressive forces in Mali in 2021, Burkina Faso in 
2022, and Niger in 2023, the Sahel States formed an alliance in opposition to the neo-colonial, 
US-dominated ECOWAS and achieved a historic victory in ousting the French military bases 
and US military presence from the region.

• The people of several African nations have taken the streets to protest puppet governments' 
austerity measures, huge increases in taxes and widespread corruption. Most notably in Kenya, 
thousands of predominantly young demonstrators, self-identifying as Generation Z, have 
continuously taken the streets, initially to protest the controversial 2024 Finance Bill, and then 
broadening their aims to demand that the government address inequality and corruption.

Latin America: Escalating Aggression Against Venezuela

US War Moves:

• Military Aggression Against Venezuela: After years of failed US attempts at regime change 
and sanctions, Trump's most recent provocation involves assembling a naval strike force 
capable of launching 268 Tomahawk missiles and landing 4,000 Marines under the false pretext 
of counter-narcotics operations. Amidst these deployed military forces, the US carried out 
several aerial strike on a ships in Venezuelan waters, claiming to kill dozens of people, branded 
as "narcoterrorists" by Trump who posted videos of these operations on X, with no substantive 
evidence or judicial process before taking unilateral military action and murdering Venezuelans. 
At the same time, the US increased its bounty on President Nicolás Maduro to $50 million and 
continuously conducted joint military exercises with Guyana along the Venezuelan border, a 
clear attempt to intimidate the Bolivarian Republic and lay the groundwork for full-scale 
intervention.

• The recent US naval deployment and airstrikes off the coast of Venezuela, resulting in over a 
dozen fatalities, represent a significant military escalation. This action is framed by the US 
administration as a counter-narcotics operation targeting "narco-terrorists." The US strategy 
constitutes a lethal fusion of the "War on Terror" and "War on Drugs," using drone strikes as 
extrajudicial killings absent any public evidence. This military maneuver aligns with a wider US 
strategy of global militarization and containment.

• The US uses military bases in Puerto Rico to stage troops for a potential invasion of Venezuela, 
despite mass protests from the Puerto Rican people.
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Resistance Moves:

• In response to the escalating provocations, the Venezuelan people have mounted growing 
popular resistance in defense of their national sovereignty. President Maduro has mobilized 
15,000 soldiers, naval patrols, drones, and military vessels to actively defend Venezuela and the 
Caribbean. Caracas has intensified maritime surveillance operations, particularly in the Gulf of 
Venezuela and Lake Maracaibo, regions threatened by US naval movements. Maduro also 
condemned the deployment of nuclear-capable vessels as a grave breach of the UN Charter, 
declaring: “No empire will touch the sacred soil of the Bolivarian homeland!”

• Colombian President Gustavo Petro ordered the expulsion of all remaining Israeli diplomats 
from the country after the interception of the Global Sumud Flotilla heading to Gaza. He also 
called for suspending trade agreements with Israel after two Colombian citizens were arrested 
on board one of the ships.

US Domestic War Preparations:

US War Moves:

• Trump is deploying troops and the National Guard to Portland, Memphis, Washington DC, and 
Los Angeles, targeting anti-ICE protests under the guise of a "war on terror" and designating 
Antifa as a terrorist organization.

• The "Quantico Meeting": Convened by Trump and Secretary of Defense Pete Hegseth, this 
meeting served as internal propaganda to increase military production, encourage disregard for 
rules of engagement, and push an "all domain" warfare doctrine. The ideology of "peace 
through war" and "preventing or winning wars" is being promoted. This so called imperialist 
"peace" means genocide, destruction and subservience to peoples of the world while the 
imperialist class line their pockets with arms deals and fights to exploit the greatest amount of 
people in their competition with other imperialists. 

• Trump is  instructing top military brass to "prepare for war" and to use US cities as training 
grounds.

Resistance Moves:

• Mass organizations across the US have taken action against Trump's fascist attacks. From LA to 
Chicago to Portland, people have taken direct action against detention centers and have 
mounted campaigns to defend detained migrants inside them, with numerous detainees being 
released in the past months and joining the fight from the outside.

3. Key Takeaways for our Movement
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• The escalation is real and multi-faceted: military, ideological, and domestic. But every move 

of the US-war machine breeds growing peoples' resistance, as the people hold firm to 
aspirations of just peace and self-determination.

• Palestine is the compass. All solidarity efforts must be intensified through mass protests, 
strikes, blockades, and other democratic means. Show our unwavering support, demand an end 
to the siege and genocide, and continue building political and moral support for the Palestinian 
struggle.

• Flood the streets on the two-year anniversary of Al Aqsa Flood in defense of the right of the 
Palestinian people to fight for their liberation.

• Exploit the contradictions. Broaden support for liberation struggles while exposing and 
isolating pro-imperialist forces.

• Target US installations (bases, embassies) and expose other governments' complicity and role 
in the escalation of wars around the world.

• Build on the mass momentum. Support student strikes, labor strikes, and direct actions that 
disrupt the business of war and occupation.

• Stage mass mobilizations and follow Resist US-Led War to amplify and spread global calls to 
action.

• Understand the global context. Our analysis and solidarity must be internationalist. By 
understanding the economic and political motivations of US imperialism and 
the interconnections between its war fronts, we can effectively link struggles to end the US war 
machine.

END OF BRIEFING
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