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1. Overview 

The US is pursuing rapid, multi-front military escalation, abandoning even any façade of "diplomacy" 
for all-out, overt war and preparations for more wars. Concurrently, forces fighting for liberation and 
just peace are strengthening globally, creating a decisive period of struggle against the US led war 
machine. The primary US objective is to maintain and expand its zones of influence and sources of 
cheap exploited labor as well as natural resources against its imperialist competitors. To that end, the 
US is setting the stage for other major conflicts beyond the ones it is already waging or otherwise 
materially and politically supporting. US military strategy uses this process to target and dismantle 
peoples' movements fighting against imperialism internationally.

The purpose of this briefing is to synthesize relevant information on major developments across 
the fronts of US-led war currently, to help activists and our movement view the connections 
across the US strategy, in order to strengthen our people's response and resistance against US-led 
war. This is not an exhaustive list, and we encourage Resist US-Led War (RULW) members to 
update RULW with your analysis, actions, statements, and feedback as we move forward.

2. Developments in Trump National Defense Strategy (NDS)

There is internal disagreement as the the Trump regime develops its new National Defense Strategy, the 
department’s guiding military doctrine, between factions within the administration. Senior Pentagon 
officials are proposing to solidify Trump’s “America First” vision, giving priority to domestic 
repression and crackdowns, framed as "protecting the US 'homeland' and the western hemisphere". 
Many others in the Trump administration, have advocated for a more full-mobilization to prepare for 
potential war with China. The disagreement on the final draft between senior Pentagon civilians and the 
military’s Joint Staff should be monitored, as well as the major moves the Trump administration is 
already taking. 

Trump announced that he instructed the Department of Defense to “immediately” begin testing nuclear 
weapons on an “equal basis,” in apparent response to advanced weapons testing by rival countries, 
including China and Russia. Trump used vague language to make it seem as though China and Russia 
were actively testing nuclear weapons already (something that has not been done by any country for 
decades), this act continues to expose the US as the leading player in the nuclear arms race, a role it has 
played uninterrupted since it unleashed the horrors of nuclear weapons on the people of Hiroshima and 
Nagasaki in 1945.

https://www.whitehouse.gov/fact-sheets/2025/09/fact-sheet-president-donald-j-trump-develops-new-strategy-to-counter-domestic-terrorism-and-organized-political-violence/
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/29/politics/nuclear-weapons-testing-trump-china-russia-intl-hnk


3. Situation Analysis: US-Led War Drive & Escalation

Latin America

Venezuela

• Continued escalating militarization: The Trump administration has authorized the C.I.A. to 
conduct covert action in Venezuela, according to US officials, stepping up a regime change 
campaign against Nicolás Maduro. Trump has already extra-judicially killed more than 67 
people on different strikes off the coast of Venezuela. 

• The US Senate held a vote to curb US Presidential authority for conducting airstrikes against 
Venezuela and individual boats, which failed to pass. This shows that the aggression against 
Venezuela goes far beyond just Trump and will remain full policy of the US government as a 
whole.

• Deployment of navy boats, nuclear subs - That includes the Iwo Jima Amphibious Ready 
Group and the 22nd Marine Expeditionary Unit, amounting to more than 4,500 Marines and 
sailors, three guided-missile destroyers, an attack submarine, a special operations ship, a guided 
missile cruiser and P-8 Poseidon reconnaissance aircraft. 

Since this graphic was produced more equipment and 
troops have been deployed to the Caribbean including 
10,000 to Puerto Rico and the world's largest warship 
to be sent to the Caribbean. On October 31, the U.S. 
Federal Aviation Administration—under direction from 
the Department of Defense—established “Temporary 
Flight Restrictions for Special Security Reasons” off 
the southeast coast of Ceiba, in place through March 
31, 2026. The USS Gerald R Ford can carry up to 90 
aircraft and its deployment marks a massive increase in 
US firepower in the region.

At the same time, the US has deployed 10 F-35 
fighter jets to Puerto Rico, which has become a hub 
for the US military as part of the increased focus on the 
Caribbean. The US has also deployed at least three 
MQ-9 reaper drones to the island, according to images 
captured by Reuters in Aguadilla, Puerto Rico. 

Source: www.cnn.com/2025/10/19/world/us-military-build-up-caribbean-trump-pressures-venezuela

• Organizations across the Americas are mobilizing resistance and weeks of action and protest 
November 15-23. Mobilization resources available here: linktr.ee/handsoffvenezuela

https://linktr.ee/handsoffvenezuela
https://www.cnn.com/2025/10/19/world/us-military-build-up-caribbean-trump-pressures-venezuela
https://tfr.faa.gov/tfr3/?page=detail_5_9106


Brazil:

• In Brazil, the opposition-led state government of Rio de Janeiro continues its brutal war on the 
poor, exemplified by the historic police massacre of October 28, 2025, which killed at least 132 
people in the densely populated communities of Penha and Complexo do Alemão. 

• While the federal government under Lula advocates for coordinated action that minimizes 
death, the state government exploits the just demands of the people for safety to advance a 
reactionary agenda as the elections for state and federal government gets closer (2026). 

• Claudio Castro, governor of Rio de Janeiro, submitted a dossier to the administration of Donald 
Trump to have the Red Command faction labeled a "narco-terrorist" organization, a move 
contested by the national government, in a clear attempt to secure White House sanctions and 
deepen foreign intervention in Brazil's domestic affairs.

• After the massacre Brazilian government agreed to create emergency office to combat organized 
crime in Rio. The structure will offer expertise from federal forces in areas such as the 
decapitalization of criminal organizations and asset recovery. Lula defends coordinated work 
without putting innocent people at risk.

• The narco-terrorist labeling of the Red Command is being disputed between the state 
government of Rio and the national government of Lula.

• This move further shows how the so-called "narco-terrorist" label, combining the racist and 
anti-poor warmongering language of both the War on Drugs and War on Terror doctrines of the 
US, is now the primary tool for US war aggression in Latin America, being taken up by 
reactionary US-friendly leaders as a pretext for repression.

Africa

Sudan:

• Sudan is being torn apart and over 150,000 Sudanese people have died as a result of 
conflict between warring factions backed by global powers who are carving up Sudan for 
their own profit. 

• The crisis in Sudan, escalating over the past five years from a popular uprising that ousted 
former President Omar al-Bashir in 2019 into a devastating full-scale proxy war in April 2023, 
has created one of the world's most severe humanitarian catastrophes. The war is being waged 
between the SAF and the RSF, whose relentless siege and urban warfare have claimed an 
estimated 150,000 lives. The recent RSF capture of El-Fasher in Darfur resulted in a 
massacre of at least 2,000 civilians, with summary executions, mass rape of women, and 
the murder of patients in hospitals that were recovering from wounds and diseases. This 
has driven 26,000 people to flee through checkpoints amid extortion and violence, adding 
to the over 14 million internally displaced, the largest displacement crisis globally. The 
nation now faces systemic collapse, with extreme shortages of food, water, medicine, and fuel; 
25.6 million people face acute food insecurity, including 8.5 million at emergency levels. With 
nearly three-quarters of health facilities inoperative, diseases like cholera and measles are 
spreading unchecked, leaving a nation on the brink of famine.



• Contrary to its frequent depiction as an internal civil war, the devastating conflict in Sudan is 
more accurately understood as a proxy struggle, driven by a scramble for the nation's resources, 
land and strategic sea ports. External powers are propping up different reactionary armies led 
by rival factions of the same comprador class, agents working in favor of foreign organizations 
and countries engaged in investment, trade, economic and political exploitation of the Sudanese 
masses. This war pits the two main pillars of the former Omar al-Bashir regime, the Sudanese 
Armed Forces (SAF) and the paramilitary Rapid Support Forces (RSF), against each other in a 
brutal struggle for state power. While these forces formed a temporary alliance following the 
2019 mass protests to overthrow al-Bashir's 30-year rule, their partnership would soon collapse. 
After establishing a joint military-civilian government, the SAF and RSF orchestrated another 
coup in October 2021 to seize full control of the state. The fragile alliance rapidly degenerated 
following failed negotiations to integrate the RSF into the state army. Tensions escalated as 
foreign powers lined up to support one side over the other in a war they knew would be in their 
favor, a war which exploded in April 2023.

North America 

• In the US continued escalation in internal military deployment and immigration enforcement is 
characterized by repression from federal agencies. Since June, the Trump administration has 
deployed National Guard troops to several major cities, including Los Angeles, Chicago, and 
Washington, D.C., where nearly 2,400 troops remain at a cost of $1 million daily. These 
deployments, often framed as "federal protection missions," are explicitly intended to support 
ICE operations and protect federal buildings, using soldiers Trump's anti migrant agenda. This 
militarization extends to the borders, where Border Patrol operates under internal quotas to 
arrest 3,000 migrants per day, and nationwide, as a Pentagon directive orders all 50 states to 
form "quick reaction forces" of 23,500 National Guard troops trained in riot control tactics. This 
expansive and costly mobilization occurs alongside cuts to social spending and threats of 
government shutdowns. These troop deployments are also being challenged in the courts. 

• The people continue to resist and threat Trump's anti migrant agenda, through mass 
mobilizations and direct action. In Chicago, protesters and journalists successfully sued the 
Trump administration over ICE's aggressive tactics, while community members have mobilized 
to form defense networks against ICE raids. They challenge not only the physical presence of 
troops and agents but also the underlying policy agenda, asserting the rights and dignity of 
migrant families and working-class communities against a repressive apparatus.

West Asia 
Ceasefire negotiations stalled by Israeli violations at phase 1:

• "Israel" has violated the ceasefire almost 100 times, bringing the number of casualties to over 
400, with more than 90 Palestinians killed and over 300 injured since the agreement took effect 
on 11 October. 

• US Secretary of State Marco Rubio on 27 October defended an Israeli airstrike on Gaza, 
insisting it did not breach the ceasefire mediated by Washington, Egypt, and Qatar, because it 

https://www.cbsnews.com/chicago/news/chicago-immigration-gregory-bovino-preliminary-injunction-judge-sara-ellis/?utm_source=firefox-newtab-en-us


was targeting Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ) resistance movement. The PIJ responded by 
saying: “The occupation army’s claim that Quds Brigades members in Nuseirat were preparing 
yesterday for an imminent operation is a baseless lie and a fabrication aimed at justifying its 
aggression and its violation of the ceasefire.”

• "Israel" and its chief backer the US are pushing for the disarmament of the Axis of Resistance 
and threatening to restart the full-scale genocidal war against the Palestinian people. While the 
ceasefire itself was agreed-upon by all factions of the resistance as part of their fight to end the 
war against the people, disarmament was never agreed upon by the Palestinian resistance forces. 
The resistance rightfully stated that the "the movement would not disarm before the Zionist 
regime occupation ends," adding "the issues concerning Gaza’s future should be addressed 
within a comprehensive Palestinian national framework—one in which Hamas will actively 
participate." Notably, a majority of Palestinians oppose the disarmament of Hamas and are 
skeptical of US President Donald Trump’s “peace plan” for Gaza, according to a new poll 
conducted by the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research (PCPSR). 

• In the occupied West Bank, the Zionist entity continues to launch a massive campaign of 
arbitrary arrests and collective punishment against the Palestinian population, a direct retaliation 
for the successful prisoner exchange that demonstrated the strength of the resistance as well as a 
continuation of its settler colonial project. 

US Continues Its Imperialist Maneuvers in West Asia

• In Lebanon, the so-called "ceasefire" is violated daily by Zionist aggression, while US 
imperialism openly threatens the nation's sovereignty, with US envoy Tom Barrak vowing to 
"take matters into our own hands" if the puppet government of Lebanon fails to disarm 
Hezbollah, a clear declaration of intent for a direct imperialist invasion to crush any opposition 
to Zionist domination.

• In a stark exposure of its counter-revolutionary nature, the HTS regime in Syria, a creation of 
imperialist and reactionary Gulf and Turkish agendas, has now openly revealed its role as a 
direct proxy by announcing plans to collaborate with US forces in so-called anti-ISIS operations 
in the region. This claim by the Shara'a regime is being presented by the US as a new move for 
Syria in supporting the fight against ISIS; the reality is that Syria under the Assad regime led its 
own campaign against US-created ISIS cells in the country even while the US invaded without 
Syrian consent under the justification of fighting ISIS, a justification they used to illegally build 
the Al-Tanf military base that they maintain to this day.

• This also comes as news emerged of a new US military base being built near Damascas.

Fight against Israeli proxy factions in Gaza:

• Following the ceasefire agreement between Israeli forces and Palestinian factions, an estimated 
7,000 civil security forces officers, aligned with the elected Hamas-led administration, 
mobilized to restore public order and resume government operations. However, their efforts 
were quickly met with a wave of armed assaults and ambushes across the territory.

• These attacks are being carried out by collaborator militias, which are directly coordinated by 
the Israeli military, and with evidence pointing to support from similar Israeli and UAE backed 
paramilitaries in Yemen deployed to overthrow the Ansar Allah government. Drawing on 

https://www.pcpsr.org/en/node/1000
https://www.pcpsr.org/en/node/1000
https://www.middleeasteye.net/news/overwhelming-majority-palestinians-oppose-hamas-disarmament-poll-finds


strategies previously seen in other conflict zones like Syria, these proxy groups appear to have a 
mandate to assassinate specific figures, create widespread disorder, and weaken the existing 
governance structure. At least three such Israeli-backed militias have intensified their 
operations, attempting to solidify their presence in areas still under Israeli control.

• These militias have been the primary actors involved in stealing food and medical aid in Gaza 
and deliberately inflating prices during the genocide, all while being offered protection by 
Israeli forces. Currently, the base areas for each of these militias can be tracked to behind the 
so-called "yellow line" that occupation forces still hold. This proves beyond a shadow of a 
doubt that "Israel" is deliberately using this strategy to stop the resistance from re-stabilizing 
Gaza and justify the resumption of the full-scale genocidal war through covert operations.

Fight for Justice and Accountability and the Right to Resist:

• Upcoming Barcelona Tribunal Focused on Resistance: Scheduled for November 22-23 in 
Barcelona, Spain, the International People's Tribunal on Palestine will place a specific emphasis 
on the Palestinian people's Right to Resist. The proceedings will also centrally address the 
ongoing crimes of genocide, ecocide, and the forced starvation of the population in Gaza.

• Gaza Genocide: A Collective Crime  ,’ UN Special Rapporteur Francesca Albanese documented 
how various states armed, financed, and politically shielded Israel as Gaza's population was 
subjected to over two years of bombing, starvation, and erasure. The findings identify the 
United States as the central pillar of Israel's war economy, responsible for two-thirds of its 
weapons imports and providing key diplomatic cover by issuing seven vetoes in the UN 
Security Council.

East Asia and the Pacific 

Peoples Resistance to the ASEAN Summit: 

• During the ASEAN summit in Malaysia, hundreds convened for a Peoples Tribunal organized 
by Sekretariat Bantah Trump, uniting 70 organizations from Southeast Asia and the Global 
South to protest US imperialist involvement, condemning the ASEAN platform for honoring a 
"war criminal," linking Trump's complicity in the Gaza genocide to a long history of US 
violence, from the CIA's "Jakarta Method" to the modern-day economic strangulation of nations 
like Venezuela and Cuba.

War Preparations and US Economic Offensive

• Despite a recent cooling of tensions marked by direct meetings between the US and China, the 
overarching dynamic remains one of aggressive US economic deal making backed by military 
alignment, showing the difficulty to really decouple the two imperialist economies to prepare 
for greater conflicts. Preferring bilateral negotiations over multilateral platforms like APEC, 
Trump's visits to the region in October pursued a strategy of so-called "reciprocal trade" 
agreements that overwhelmingly forced open Asian markets for flooding in US imports, 

https://www.un.org/unispal/document/special-rapporteur-report-gaza-genocide-a-collective-crime-20oct25/
https://gazatribunal.com/final-statement-of-the-gaza-tribunal-jury-of-conscience/


compensating for the US imperialism's own economic crisis. This was exemplified by deals 
with Malaysia, including multi-billion dollar purchases of US liquefied natural gas, coal, and 
Boeing aircrafts. Similar tariff-eliminating agreements with Cambodia, Thailand, and Vietnam 
were conducted. This economic offensive was seamlessly coupled with a military one, as seen 
in the signing of the US-India Major Defense Partnership framework, designed to deepen 
military interoperability and counter Chinese influence, proving that trade and military 
hegemony continue to go hand-in-hand.

• In response to these maneuvers, there was persistent popular resistance across the Asia-Pacific 
region, directly challenging the official narrative of "historic peace accords" propagandized by 
Trump for the cameras as the "Kuala Lumpur Peace Accords". Activists critique the Thailand-
Cambodia ceasefire as a mere facade for an agenda of economic plunder and military 
expansion, facilitating further displacement on the contested border. This further exposes 
Trump's strategy of presenting himself as a "peace President" by symbolically overseeing peace 
accords as a means to force in US economic deals while hiding the key role the US plays in 
instigating the majority of conflict around the world.

• Military spending: Trump has frequently claimed that allies are shortchanging the U.S. on 
security, particularly Japan and South Korea, which host roughly 60,000 and 28,500 American 
personnel in their countries respectively, basically wanting these countries to pay for the US 
occupation and control over their economies, politics and foreign policy. Military spending 
targets were agreed to by:

• Korea for 3.5% of GDP on military spending by 2035
• Taiwan increasing from 2% of GDP on military to 5% by 2030
• Japan increasing to 2% of GDP by the end of the fiscal year in March 2026, ahead of its 

2027 original target

Outcomes of Trump's Military Aggression and Deal Making:

• Trump / Xi meeting in Busan, South Korea
• A central point of contention was China's announcement of a ban on the export of rare-

earth minerals, which are critical for military industrial production and semiconductors. 
This move sent scrambling nations to the negotiating table, resulting in a temporary de-
escalation of the trade war where China agreed to suspend its ban on the export of rare-
earth minerals critical for semiconductors and military use after the US paused its 50% 
penetration rules on export controls, averting a major escalation in the tech trade war. In 
return, the US would pause its own stringent rules on technology exports. The US 
backed down from imposing 100% tariffs on Beijing and concurrently pushed China to 
crack down on the export of precursor chemicals used to produce fentanyl, with Trump 
continuing to abuse the "war on drugs" rhetoric to fear monger against China.

• Trump / Sanae Takaichi meeting in Japan
• There’s a detailed list of nearly $500 billion in investment commitments from Japan 

(including $100 billion for nuclear projects involving Westinghouse and GE Vernova)
• Trump / Lee meeting in Busan, South Korea

https://apnews.com/article/donald-trump-japan-south-korea-china-71658f169efc116ce01e888611955dac
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefings-statements/2025/10/joint-declaration-by-the-prime-minister-of-the-kingdom-of-cambodia-and-the-prime-minister-of-the-kingdom-of-thailand-on-the-outcomes-of-their-meeting-in-kuala-lampur-malaysia/


• South Korea pledged $150 billion to help revive American shipbuilding, including a 
project to acquire a nuclear-powered submarine on top of $200 billion in investments 
over a decade to the U.S.

• US / India Defense Cooperation Framework, signed in Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia
• US and Indian defense officials signed a new defense partnership, called "Framework 

for the US–India Major Defense Partnership” presented as a bilateral "reset." The accord 
aims to deepen cooperation across all military domains, including industrial 
collaboration and interoperability.

-END OF BRIEFING-

https://visionias.in/current-affairs/news-today/2025-11-01/international-relations/india-us-sign-10-year-framework-for-major-defense-partnership
https://apnews.com/article/trump-xi-china-trade-war-4c19a752c97828246c08f60f0dc54c79
https://apnews.com/article/nuclear-powered-submarine-trump-south-korea-ce3ad17d6288573696bf42ca089e76c5
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