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CANCEL FREEDOM
SHIELD WAR DRILLS

SWIPE TO READ FULL POST

REJECT THE U.S. WAR BUILD-UP
ON THE KOREAN PENINSULA



Republic of Korea (ROK) and the United States
(U.S.), in collaboration with the United Nations
Command (UNC), are conducting the annual
Freedom Shield 26 (FS26) exercises from
March 9-19.
These drills rehearse invasion and nuclear use against the
Democratic Peoples Republic of  Korea (DPRK). The so-called
“war games” advance the US agenda to enforce the myth of  a
"free and open indo-pacific”. 

Trump's stated policy for Asia Pacific is to "Win the
Economic Future, Prevent Military Confrontation" according
to the 2025 National Security Strategy - which includes
cementing US miltiary operations and occupation of  South Korea
and threatening the independent DPRK against the self
determination of  the Korean Peninsula. 
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While the Pentagon frames the
exercises as defensive, these
exercises have real, devastating
consequences.

Last year, the US and ROK
militaries dropped eight 500-lb.
MK-82 bombs on homes and
churches in Pocheon of South
Korea, injuring dozens and
damaging hundreds of homes.
Most of the 5,372 residents who
had their homes, health, or
livelihoods affected by the
bombing are still awaiting
government aid.

Aftermath of  the bombs dropped over
Pocheon by the US-ROK military
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China

The US conducts these military exercises with the explicitly stated
goal to "shape the theater's security environment". In the
context of  the US-China strategic competition this means massive
war build-up across the Asia Pacific “island chains” in the
countries hosting US bases and war games in service of  enforcing
the dying US sphere of  influence, with no regard for the well-being
of the Korean people.



The US is striving to extend its massive military reach by making
its operations more and more synchronized with other militaries of
its “allies”, like that of  South Korea. They call this “interoperability”
and the strategy of  Joint All Domain Command and Control - this
means military operations deployed via land, sea, space, air,
cyber, deployed simultaneously, through a centralized
command with no regard for the consequences on the
people- and is a theoretical state of  war preparation needed to
fight in wars against big powers like China. That’s why the US is
testing all the commands and how to combine its force with South
Korea - to prepare for a WWIII scenario in which it uses Korea to
fight China.

“This exercise is an opportunity to show our allies that we are
ready to go to war with them if  required and to rehearse
together so we better understand how we operate as a
combined force,” – Col. Noah Hassler, Seventh Air Force A8/9 

This control is actually part of  the history of  the Korean War, as
the US Forces Korea (USFK) was initially established in 1957, and
encompasses US combat-ready fighting forces and components
under the ROK/US Combined Forces Command (CFC) - a
supreme command for all of  the South Korean and US ground, air,
sea, and special operations component commands. The US also
has "wartime operational control" - if a war breaks out in
Korea, it would be US forces in command of the entire South
Korean military.

WHAT IS “INTEROPERABILITY”
AND WHY DOES FREEDOM
SHIELD TEST IT?
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Although conducted under the guise of  protecting South Korea
from threats from the DPRK, the actual war games scope tells a
different story. The focus on "combined joint all-domain
operations" and "interoperability" is designed to prepare for
a larger conflict competing over the Asia Pacific sphere of
influence.

This is about cementing the US as the dominant power in the
Asia-Pacific, directly competing with China’s influence and
utilizing the peninsula into a forward-operating base for US
global strategy.

THE KOREAN PEOPLE ARE NOT PAWNS IN 
U.S. WAR GAMES AND REJECT THE U.S. 
ABUSE OF THEIR LAND FOR US MILITARY INTERESTS.



In reality, the American troops, bases, and weapons put the
Korean people in danger, as demonstrated by Trump’s current call
for Korean troops to deploy in the US-Israel-Iran war to attack Iran
over the closure of  the Straight of  Hormuz after so many years of
resistance by the residents living where THAAD was hosted.
These weapons and troops were never actually designed to
protect Koreans.

On top of  this, President Trump has regularly called for South
Korea to pay more for the 28,500 American troops stationed on
its soil. Due to the neocolonial relationship between the two
countries, South Korea has agreed to increase its payment for the
American troops by 13.9 %. This ongoing war in Korea costs the
US tax payers $5.3 billion war dollars every year
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THE DRILLS DISPLAY ADVANCED, DEADLY
HARDWARE THAT PUT KOREANS IN DANGER

UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters
manufactured by Sikorsky
Aircraft

Terminal High Altitude
Area Defense (THAAD)
anti-missile systems
made by Lockheed
Martin



18,000 Korean troops are mobilized. South
Korea has mandatory military service. This
mandatory conscription exists largely
because the Korean War technically never
ended and South Korea remains in a state
of  truce with North Korea.

Widespread and systemic US military sexual
violence remains rampant and the fight for
justice for women and girls of  the camptown
system continues.

Field exercises are often spread throughout
the year, creating constant disruption.
Vehicle damage (like being shot at from
stray bullets) and injuries have been
sustained near the Rodriguez Live Fire
Complex near Pocheon, where the bombs
were “accidentally” dropped on the town.

North Korea rightly considers these joint
drills as “invasion rehearsals.” 

The impact of  these exercises weighs
heavily on the everyday lives of  Korean
people, especially for those who live near
the major bases like Camp Humphreys, the
largest overseas US military base, and Osan
Air Base.

THE PEOPLE PAY THE PRICE
These are not just war simulations.



According to a 2017 report, people in Soseong-ri, host to the
THAAD, fear that the THAAD makes them a target for North
Korea and are angered that their government deployed it
without a public hearing. These villager elders, some in their
80's and 90's are fighting the THAAD with daily resistance
and protests. They survived the horrors of  the Korean War
only to now spend their senior years anxious about another
one.

“When THAAD was entering [my village], I cried so much and
was so sad. The sadness that I feel is indescribable. Several
villagers felt so much pain, they had to go to the hospital.”

The THAAD was installed on a former golf  course in the
village, and is also home to a cemetery and a site sacred to
Won Buddhists, who make an annual pilgrimage there. But
now, it is a restricted military zone that’s off  limits. The elders
asserted: 

“Korean citizens 
should be able 
to live on their 
own terms.”
Read the report:
2017- https://www.aljazeera.com
/features/2017/9/22/soseong-ri-hub-of-
south-koreas-anti-thaad-movement

SOSEONG-RI: HUB OF SOUTH KOREA’S ANTI-
THAAD MOVEMENT
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These exercises don't happen in a vacuum.
They are part of  a global US war strategy. As
the US wages war with Iran, it is pulling
assets from South Korea, showing how
interconnected these fronts are. Recent
reports indicate the US is relocating Patriot
anti-missile systems from Korea to West
Asia. The exercises also draw lessons from
the US/NATO war in Ukraine and the US-
Israel-Iran war, addressing threats from
drones, GPS jamming, and cyberattacks. 

While officials claim "there would be no
meaningful impact on the allies’ combined
defense posture," it shows how countries can
not rely on the US for their self-defense, and
in fact hosting US bases puts your own
people in the cross hairs of  US wars.
Hosting bases and war games makes
countries like South Korea a target in the
event of a US-China war.

In the military’s own words - these fronts are
connected: “We look across the globe at
the challenges we may face on the
battlefield and incorporate that so we can
challenge the participants in the exercise.” 
--U.S. Forces Korea public affairs 
director Col. Ryan Donald 

THE ASIA PACIFIC FRONT OF US LED WAR STRETCHES
AROUND THE GLOBE, AS US-CHINA RIVALRY DRIVES
WAR BUILD UP WORLDWIDE
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The Trump administration speaks of peace, yet In 2025,
the US military conducted 274 days of war drills in Korea.

Cancelling these exercises is a necessary step for peace. A
halt to Freedom Shield previously enabled dialogue with the
DPRK. As long as these massive, provocative drills continue,
talks are impossible.

The Korean people are fighting back. Anti-war activists in
Korea, linked arm in arm around the world, condemn the
expanding aggressive military posturingand demand an end to
the exercises that threaten their lives.

RESISTING THE EXERCISES AND FIGHTING TO
END THE LONGEST RUNNING U.S. WAR 
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Stop U.S.-South Korea Military
Exercises! Reject Trump’s Trade
Pressure and Security Threats! Citizens’
March



Join the movement and support the Korean liberation struggle.
Follow and support groups like Women Cross DMZ, Korea Peace
Now! Grassroots Network, Nodutdol for Community Development
 and Asia Wide Campaign (AWC Korea)!

Stay tuned for updates to the Resist US-Led War campaign
against exercises and war preparations!

CANCEL FREEDOM SHIELD EXERCISE! 
CLOSE THE U.S. BASES!
U.S. OUT OF KOREA! 
END THE KOREAN WAR! KOREA PEACE NOW! 

Mock eviction notices
issued by the people
in a protest outside
the US embassy this
week in Seoul
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