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France's withdrawal from Mali has encouraged other countries to request
the same type of departure, namely Burkina Faso. The junta in Burkina Faso
demanded the departure of French troops on January 22, 2023. The
withdrawal of French operations was formally marked by a flag-lowering
ceremony on February 20, 2023, in Ouagadougou, symbolizing the end of
French military operations in the country.

The French bases ouster has also called into question certain military
agreements or bases belonging to the US military or US-affiliated forces in
several Sahel countries, notably Niger. Transitional or newly installed
governments have raised the possibility of revoking agreements that
allowed US troops, AFRICOM forces or personnel to operate on their soil.
Towards the end of 2024 and beginning of 2025, other African countries
that are not members of the AES also made such requests or took concrete
measures. For example, Chad terminated its military cooperation
agreements with France, and the last French base (Adji Kossei in
N'Djamena) was returned on January 30, 2025, marking the end of the
French military presence on Chadian soil. Senegal declared in November
2024 its intention to close all French military bases, with transfers of
facilities beginning in March 2025 (Dakar bases: Rufisque station, Camp
Geille, etc.) and formal return of the last two facilities on July 17, 2025. In its
end-of-year speech on December 31, 2024, Céte d'lvoire announced the
organized departure of French troops, then handed over the Port-Bouét
base to the Ivorian army on February 20, 2025.

This series of withdrawals, driven by the popular reclaiming of national
sovereignty, represents a fundamental victory over neocolonial control in
the Sahel, ending a decade of direct French military presence and paving
the way for further independence struggles in the continent.



The Indo-Pacific Command has four component commands headquartered on
the Island of O'ahu in the territory of the Hawaiian Kingdom including US Army,
Navy, Air Force and Marine Force bases and stations. The US Army currently
has a (rejected) proposal to continue to occupy 22,750 acres of leased State
land at Pohakuloa Training Area (PTA) in addition to 84,057 acres that was
stolen via an Executive Order in 1964. Overall, it illegally occupies over 200,000
acres of stolen Hawaiian land.

The people of the Hawaiian Kingdom have never consented to US rule, and
Kanaka Maoli have increasingly, strongly opposed continued US occupation.
This modern resistance is part of a continuum that began in the late 1800s,
when the majority of people of Hawai'i petitioned the US Congress opposing
annexation, organized mass protests, and some patriots waged fierce armed
struggles, despite brutal repression. Today, that same spirit is channeled into
the struggle against military occupation and exercises like RIMPAC as well as
strategic legal advocacy, with a critical juncture approaching as key military
base leases are set to expire in 2029. The unwavering opposition of Kanaka
Maoli, past and present, affirms that the demand of the Hawaiian people for an
end to US occupation, return of their sovereign nation, and their enduring
global vision for peace, has never been extinguished and never will be.

Ejecting French Military Bases

from the Alliance of Sahel States ' c2seStudy

In the Sahel region, the states of the Alliance of Sahel States (AES)—notably
Mali, Burkina Faso, and Niger—have taken an important step by deciding to
remove French military bases from their territory as part of an anti-imperialist
struggle for national sovereignty. For years, French military operations, most
notably Operation Barkhane, maintained a significant counter-terrorism
presence in the Sahel. This turning point was made possible by popular unity
around the idea of sovereignty and the willingness of AES leaders to assert
that security will no longer be imposed but decided according to local needs
and priorities. Citizen movements, social forces, the national military, and
young people have often called for foreign contingents to leave, not only
French but also others, so that states can regain control of their territory.

The coming to power of an anti-imperialist government in Mali in 2020
catalyzed the trend of ejecting the foreign bases. Popular protests against the
French presence, the refusal to host certain European missions, and a
rapprochement with Russian mercenaries (Wagner) increased tensions. On
February 17, 2022, President Emmanuel Macron announced that French
forces would begin an "orderly" withdrawal from Mali. The complete
withdrawal of Operation Barkhane was completed on August 15, 2022, when
the last French contingent left Malian territory (from Gao to Niger). With the
departure of French forces from Barkhane, some international military
partnerships have had to readjust.
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‘A'ole US from Hawai'i Case Study

While the US asserts possession of Hawai'i, the people assert the truth: that
Hawai'i is not legally a State of the United States, but an independent nation
under prolonged military occupation. Hawai'i was an internationally recognized
country at the time that the US invaded it behind a treasonous coup of armed
wealthy white sugar barons, and neither Hawai'i's government nor people has
ever consented to US rule.

Moana Nui (the Pacific Ocean) is a vast oceanic continent largely populated by
Indigenous peoples who are actively resisting colonial violence and
destruction of the Earth. The lands and waters of Moana Nui have been used
over the last century by the world's most aggressive military forces for
everything from nuclear testing to training and testing imperial military forces
for wars of aggression worldwide . RIMPAC, the world's largest naval exercise
in which 26 countries, including most imperialist world powers, occurs every
two years in Hawai'i, destroying ecosystems and preparing imperialists and
puppet militaries for even more destruction in wars worldwide. Militar
interests also covertly drive projects such as the Thirty Meter Telescope (TMT),
that has resulted in multiple Kanaka Maoli standoffs and the arrest of dozens
of revered elders. Resistance to these acts of destruction has helped to grow
and strengthen the movement for Aloha 'Aina(“Love of Land”).

Prolonged US military occupation has resulted in poisoned drinking water
through massive chemical leakages from sources like Red Hill Fuel Storage
Facility; enormous land theft, forced evictions, massive burial desecration and
environmental decimation through occupation of sacred land for military
bases and bombing ranges; high rates of sex trafficking and Missing and
Murdered Indigenous People (the average missing woman in Hawai'i is a 15-
year old Kanaka Maoli girl living near a military base); annihilation of fish and
marine mammals such as whales due to indiscriminate bombing during
RIMPAC and other exercises; and climate disasters arising from the military’s
status as the world's single largest carbon polluter, such as the deadly Lahaina
fires of 2023.




Peace missions expose anti-war activists from other countries to the
destructive impacts of US military presence in the Philippines and build
solidarity with impacted communities. The New People's Army defends
the Filipino people and territory from the further incursion of US
military in rural communities, preventing the US from completely
taking over the entire country.

_ . Acknowledgements
Yanquis Fuera de Puerto Rico Case Study

Community groups in Puerto Rico are mobilizing against the reactivation of
U.S. military bases, citing a long history of environmental damage and public
health crises. With over 77,800 acres already occupied by installations,
including Buchanan Air Force Base, Fort Allen, Muniz Air Force Base, and
Camp Santiago, with US military also occupying parts of Ramey Air Force
Base and Roosevelt Roads Air Force Base, the legacy of contamination is
severe; Vieques suffers a 30% higher cancer rate linked to decades of naval
exercises. Today, the movement condemns ongoing war exercises, which
generate toxic waste and push military recruitment on the youth. QOver
200,000 Puerto Ricans have served in the US military, a statistic that Puerto
Rican Activists like Madres Contra La Guerra are fighting to prevent in the
future, to keep Puerto Rican youth out of US wars. Drawing power from the
successful expulsion of the Navy from Vieques and Culebra, activists demand

The primer was produced by the Resist US-Led War Movement, a
global network of peace and anti-war organizations and
individuals fighting for a just and lasting peace.

We want to thank and acknowledge the research, writing, photos
and experience contributions of the following activists and
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the removal of all bases, remediation of polluted lands.

Activists are exposing the US military's false propaganda around drug
trafficking threats as excuse for surveilling and threatening Venezuela to
steal its resources, stationing exercises and military equipment in Puerto
Rico, exploiting its colonial status in the US and position in the Caribbean.
They demand that the archipelago's national territory never again be used to
invade and plunder other nations. The people do not want Puerto Rico
complicit in the invasion of any other Latin American sister country. Their
stance is a powerful declaration of sovereignty and environmental justice as
the fight against the re-militarization of Puerto Rico escalates today, integral
to the movement for a Free and Independent Puerto Rico.

Hundreds of Puerto Ricans march in Hormigueros to
commemorate the 20th anniversary of the assassination of
Filiberto Ojeda Rios, the commander of the Macheteros, a
clandestine group who waged armed struggle for Puerto
Rican independence. Puerto Ricans continue to denounce the
repression and surveillance of the independence movement
in honor of his legacy.
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Introduction

US imperialism is the driver of the
largest war machine the world has
ever known. To carry out its wars of
aggression, occupations,
counterinsurgency operations, and
training of local puppet armies, the
US maintains an immensely wide
network of military bases around the
world. This number is sometimes
listed as close to 800 when one
defines a base as a large walled
compound with dozens to hundreds
of soldiers and heavy weaponry
ready to mobilize at a moment's
notice. However, it ranges up to
14,000 when including drone
operating  centers, intelligence
stations, and even single office
rooms where decisions are made to
tear whole nations apart just to line
the pockets of Wall Street
executives. One cannot separate the
US's military bases from US-led war
strategy in general, and neither can
be separated from the profit-driven
logic of US imperialism that keeps
conflicts raging all over the world.

The history of US military base
construction, and the path that the
US took to build the largest base
network in history, must be
understood in the context of US
imperialism's rise and decline. Today,
and since their inception, US military
bases are sites of immense violence
for the communities they exist in and
are used to plan further violence and
provoke conflicts of world-wide
proportions. By design, the impacts
of these bases damage both people
and the environment.

But US military bases are not the
immovable fortresses they claim to
be, and many have been shut down
and continue to be shut down by
militant and organized struggles of
the people. Wherever the US war
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Madres Contra la Guerra protests Roosevelt
Roads in Ceiba Puerto Rico, September 2025

machine rears its ugly head and
plants its war-making base sites,
people fight back through collective
campaigns using many creative
tactics, in some cases even
physically destroying the military
bases that are destroying their
communities. US military bases are
not invincible, just how US-led war
will not last forever as long as we
fight together for just and lasting
peace.

This primer details the history of US
military bases in the context of US
imperialism's  development into
becoming the world's number one
driver of war and militarism today. It
describes the harsh impacts that
people living around military bases
face, as well as the impacts on the
entire countries that house US
bases. The primer showcases many
examples of how people are fighting
back against US military bases and
presents case studies from
particular countries of what this
fightback is looking like. Ultimately,
this is a primer dedicated to the fight
against US military bases and US-led
war overall. The primer is intended
as an educational and organizing
tool for campaigning by our
movements against US military
bases. 4

US Out of the Philippines

Seized as a US colony in 1898, the Philippines has remained an outpost of US
military power projection for over 125 years. While the Philippines was
granted independence in name in 1945, the US ensured neocolonial control of
the country by forging agreements with the new puppet government, key
among which was the US-Philippines Military Bases Agreement in 1947. The
Military Bases Agreement established 23 US military bases and facilities in
the Philippines, including what would become the largest bases outside of
the US: Clark Airbase and Subic Naval Base. Decades of organizing against
the bases followed, uniting communities impacted by the rampant violence
around the bases; environmental advocates calling attention to the toxic
waste and dangers of nuclear accidents around nuclear-armed vessels; legal
scholars and activists from across sectors citing the bases' impingement on
Philippine sovereignty and voicing their opposition to the Philippines being
used for US imperialist aggression in Asia. The militant movement brought
together hundreds of thousands of people marching in the streets demanding
an end to the bases, pressuring lawmakers and eventually leading to the
historic victory in 1991, when the Philippine Senate voted to end the Bases
Agreement.

Case Study

Without a fundamental change in the ruling system in the Philippines, the
victory would be short-lived, however, as subsequent puppet governments
signed new agreements which de facto restored US military bases in the
country through such agreements as the Visiting Forces Agreement (VFA) in
1999 and the Enhanced Defense Cooperation Agreement (EDCA) in 2014.
These agreements, following the US declaration of the "War on Terror" and
the "Pivot to the Asia Pacific" strategy, have led to a massive US military build-
up on Philippine territory, in violation of the 1987 Philippines Constitution.
This includes not only military installations and weapons, but also over 500 US
military exercises taking place annually. The current Marcos Jr.
administration recently expanded this presence, granting four new US bases
for a total of nine.

This loss of sovereignty has dire human costs, exemplified by the 2014
murder of Filipina trans woman Jennifer Laude by US Marine Joseph Scott
Pemberton. Although he was successfully prosecuted in Philippines courts
due to the courageous struggle of the community and Laude's family,
Pemberton received preferential treatment under the VFA which allowed him
to be held in a US facility rather than in a Philippine jail. He was later unjustly
pardoned by then-Philippine President Duterte and sent back to the US in
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The struggle against US bases continues.

Legal challenges have been lodged to '
abrogate the VFA and EDCA for their
violation of Philippine sovereignty. The
national democratic movement conducts
militant mass action condemning the
growing presence of American troops,
weapons, war games, and military bases
in Philippine territory.

Filipino activists with Bahaghari protesting the murder of Jennifer Laude in Olongapo Philippine 95



Cyprus Resists NATO Bases

Situated at the junction of three continents,
Europe, Asia, and Africa, the island of Cyprus
has historically been colonized by successive
foreign powers seeking to dominate the
Mediterranean and West Asia. Despite a
heroic armed resistance that won it's formal
independence in 1960, a 1974 NATO-
orchestrated operation resulted in the
ongoing

illegal occupation of nearly half the island by
Turkey and the United Kingdom, which along
with other NATO members U.S., Greece, and
France, maintain a network of military bases
that serve as platforms for imperialist
intervention across West Asia and North
Africa. These western military installations
are used by the UK to supply the Zionist
regime with weapons and intelligence in its
genocidal war against the Palestinian people.

Case Study

Resistance to foreign domination, rooted in a deep anti-colonial history, has
always been central to Cyprus's struggle for sovereignty. This fight spans
from the era of first President Makarios, a founding member of the Non-
Aligned Movement who rejected all foreign bases, to the present-day efforts
of mass organizations like the Union of Cypriots and other united front
formations. These groups, comprising nationalist, socialist, and other anti-
imperialist forces, have for decades organized protests against the foreign

military presence, often facing violent

repression from occupying

authorities. This enduring spirit of resistance was reaffirmed on the 50th
anniversary of the Turkish invasion in July 2024, when coordinated
demonstrations under the Pancyprian Freedom Movement banner again

demanded the liberation of the island and a unitary Cyprus.

Protest of the National Anti-Colonial Platform in 2012. The banner displays a quote from Bobby Sands, “Our

revenge will be the laughter of our children,” alongside the call “Brits Out!”
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History

All imperialist powers have relied on
their military might to conquer and
colonize lands and their people, go to
war with rivals to redivide and lay
claim to new lands, and defend their
aggressive drive for resources, labor,
and other sources of profit. However,
the US is unique in history in using its
spread of foreign military bases to
deploy its military, and therefore its
imperialist influence, to every corner
of the world. To understand this
strategy and the significance of US
political power through their use of
overseas military bases, one must
look at the history behind US military
base expansion.

Upon achieving statehood after the
war with Britain, the US began
violently expanding Westward for new
agricultural, and eventually industrial,
production sites, establishing military
bases to advance its aggressive
campaigns, committing a brutal
genocide against the Indigenous
people. US explorers reached the
Pacific Coast of North America in the
early 19th Century, and launched naval
expeditions for conquest of new
resources. The first overseas military
bases of the US were built in this way
as it colonized Hawai'i, Samoa, and
other nations who continue to fight
for their sovereignty today.

As a new imperialist naval power with
newly built refueling bases across the
Pacific and an insatiable thirst for
colonial territory and profits, the US
provoked a war with declining
imperialist power Spain and laid claim
to its colonial territories of the
Philippines, Puerto Rico, and Guam in
1898, with de facto colonial control of
the economy of Cuba.
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The US joined the imperialist powers
of Europe and Japan in the colonial
carving up of Chinese territory while
waging military occupations in
Central America and the Caribbean
to control sugar, fruit, rubber, and
shipping lanes. Military bases were
built in these countries to sustain
their aggressive campaigns until
they were forced to dismantle most
of them and end their occupations
due to the perseverance of local
peoples'resistance.

World War 2 marked a significant
turning point in US imperialist
domination of the world, and the
moment when overseas military
bases became a cornerstone of its
new strategy of acting as what many
liberation movements have
indignantly called the "policeman of
the world." It took Japanese attacks
on Pearl Harbor in US-occupied
Hawai'i and communities
surrounding US bases in Guam and
the Philippines, (rarely mentioned in
official histories of the war) to bring
US military forces into the conflict.
This demonstrates that the first
shots of inter-imperialist war are
first aimed at the countries at the
frontier of empires, using the people
of these countries as pawns to
absorb the first shots and being the
ones to weather the harshest of the
war's violence.
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The overthrow of the Soviet Union
found the US needing to identify a new
existential threat to justify its
unending military spending and its
continued use of thousands of military
bases it now held around the world, an
unprecedented number by any state in
world history. The so-called "War on
Terror," beginning with the invasions of
Afghanistan and Iraq and then
transforming into a catastrophic series
of proxy wars and drone strikes in West
Asia and North Africa, became this
new justification.

In 2012, the US shifted its "War on
Terror" strategy of focusing its military
campaigns in West Asia and North
Africa to the so-called "Pivot to Asia."
With this new focus, the majority of US
military troops are now in the Pacific.
This has lead to many new bases built
around the region. While the US
declares the Asia Pacific to be its
primary military front, it is still actively
waging war in WANA utilizing the bases
it has built in the Gulf countries and
recently moving assets stationed in
the Pacific to West Asia to wage its
war of aggression against Iran.

Another key front of US-led war is in
Eastern Europe, focused on Ukraine,
where US and NATO training camps of
quasi-fascist Ukrainian paramilitaries
at Russia's border were evacuated
when Russia invaded, pre-empting a
US-NATO led proxy war against Russia
that has skyrocketed military budgets,
expanded the NATO alliance, and led to
the rapid construction of new military
bases across Eastern Europe.

A third front of US-led war lies in West
Asia, where the US relies on its allies of
the Gulf monarchies and Turkiye, as
well as its genocidal satellite entity of

involvement in a growing war between Iran and Israel

"Israel", itself the equivalent of one
large military base, to wage constant
war across the region, against Iran
and the Axis of Resistance.

The US's network of military bases
and facilities still spans the entire
world, and while its main fronts of
war strategically focus on Asia and
the Pacific, West Asia, and Eastern
Europe against its key rivals,
regional wars of aggression and
violent counter-insurgency
campaigns exist throughout Africa,
Latin America, and the Caribbean as
well. New bases are even breaking
ground in the Arctic to prepare for
war in the open wilderness of the
North. In its fascist offensive to
consolidate power, the Trump
regime has also used military bases
around the world, such as

Guantanamo Bay in Cuba and Camp
Lemonnier in Djibouti to imprison
migrants from its mass deportation
campaign in the US.
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Davis-Monathan Air Force Base in Arizona, USA - the largest
aircraft storage and preservation facility in the world.

The hundreds of thousands of bases
that the US utilizes, as well as those
of its allies and puppet forces around
the world opportunistically
copycatting its war strategy, have
brought dire impacts to peoples'
lives and livelihoods. Even when
there is no open military operation
being undertaken at these bases,
their  very  existence affects
communities in numerous ways. To
understand the full significance of
this history of US military base
expansion and its relation to the
fight for just and lasting peace, one
must see entire scope of these
effects on the people. 7

Over years of asymmetric war, Iran's Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps has
developed and refined tactics and technologies to counter the weapons
superiority of the U.S. Where the U.S. military relies on extraordinarily
expensive precision systems, including Tomahawk cruise missiles that cost
millions of dollars each, Iran and the axis of resistance has invested in
comparatively low-cost missiles and drones that are nonetheless
sophisticated, accurate, and small enough to be concealed in mountains,
forests and trucks.

The U.S. military, backed by a multi-trillion-dollar defense budget, 14,000
global bases and other military installations, carrier strike groups, nuclear
submarines, and the world's largest air force, faced significant material
losses from a nation which spends less than 2% on its military budget
compared to the US in its military. Images circulating in international media
show a Boeing E-3 Sentry, an airborne radar platform valued at over $500
million, in ruins at Prince Sultan Air Base. F-35 aircraft, each costing around
$100 million, have also been struck while sitting on U.S. overseas bases. Iran
has reported destroying U.S. radar installations, several KC-135 aerial
refueling tankers, disrupting mid-air refueling operations, and 16 MQ-9
Reaper drones, each priced at approximately S30 million.

U.S. installations in the Gulf were widely considered to be among the most
heavily defended facilities in the world, protected by overlapping layers of
Patriot and THAAD interceptor systems. In Israel, the Iron Dome was touted
to be a "near-impenetrable shield." Yet sustained waves of Iranian strikes
have penetrated these defenses, reaching deep into U.S. bases in Saudi
Arabia, Kuwait, and Qatar, as well as Israeli military targets within Palestinian
occupied territory. The images of destroyed or damaged US military
equipment has been broadcasted to the world and challenging the
perception of overwhelming U.S. military dominance.

Iran is leveraging mass mobilization, diplomacy and military strategies to
decisively shift the regional balance of forces. By coordinating with
resistance forces in Palestine, Lebanon, Yemen, and lIraq, they are
demonstrating that military superiority and the web of U.S. bases around the
world does not guarantee U.S. hegemony, and that people, not just weapons,
can defeat imperialist aggression.




US Bases are Conflict Magnets in West Asia

For decades, U.S. military installations across West Asia have functioned as
the operational backbone of U.S.-led wars that have cost millions of lives,
devastated civilian infrastructure, and opened the door for multinational
corporations to extract the region's resources and exploit its people.

During rounds of diplomatic negotiations, the US and Israel launched an all
out war of aggression against Iran starting Feb 28, 2026. A study of the U.S.
bases in West Asia makes it clear that hosting U.S. military installations
doesn't make countries safer, as the imperialists' propaganda suggests, but
instead makes these countries magnets of conflict.

These bases, hosted by puppet and allied governments including Gulf
monarchies and Israel, form a sprawling network of surveillance, logistics,
and combat operations that projects U.S. power across the region. Al Dhafra
Air Base in the UAE, home to the Air Force's 380th Air Expeditionary Wing,
serves as a central hub for aerial refueling and intelligence, surveillance, and
reconnaissance missions spanning the entire U.S. Central Command area of
operations. Officially framed as maintaining situational awareness, the base
has, in practice, been an instrument of a long-running campaign to spy on,
sanction and weaken Iran and other sovereign nations across the region.

Al Udeid Air Base in Qatar has functioned as a primary launch point for U.S.
military operations in Irag, Afghanistan, and Syria, decade-long wars that
killed and displaced millions of people. Its Combined Air Operations Center
directs the majority of U.S. air power across West Asia, including strikes
conducted against Iran. Further west, Prince Sultan Air Base in Saudi Arabia,
once the Air Force's largest expeditionary installation and a key node in the
air wars over Afghanistan and Iraqg, housed fighter jets, tankers, surveillance
aircraft, and airspace control assets used to enforce no-fly zones over
southern Irag. It also served as a staging ground for U.S. military equipment
ahead of strikes against Iran on February 28, 2026.

In response to the renewed RAF
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To demonstrate the clear intention of
the US to expand its military influence
in the world after the war for the long
term, President Roosevelt secretly
tasked his Joint Chiefs of Staff with
drafting a postwar overseas basing
plan in 1942, which would be
implemented by President Truman in
1945. The US occupied lands of its
conquered rivals Japan, Germany, and
Italy, where it established long term

Reunmcat:on Day, marking end of war, foreign military bases of its own that still exist
domination, and gaining independence. 30 April 1975 today.

The Pacific contains the largest number of US overseas bases than any other
region. The Philippines was granted sham "independence" by the US, which
maintains semi-colonial control over its economy and political system to this
day, using unequal military treaties to continue to base its troops in the
country. The Korean War, the first major US-led war in the post-WW2 era,
never formally ended, and the US used this opportunity to build an immense
amount of bases throughout the Republic of Korea. However, the most sound
defeat of US imperialism came with the victory of the Vietnamese people who
successfully defended their land from US aggression and finally evicted the
invaders in 1975, at the cost of nearly 4 million Vietnamese fighters and
civilians. All US bases that were built throughout Vietnam were dismantled,
proving that these imperialist military outposts were not permanent and
could be closed through the unity and sacrifice of people fighting for
liberation and a just peace.

In Latin America and the Caribbean, the US consolidated its military forces
under the new name of "Southern Command" (SOUTHCOM) and used military
bases in the region to launch a massive series of aggressive counter-
insurgency campaigns against liberation movements fighting against
imperialist intervention in their countries. More recently, bases in Puerto Rico
have been used to launch the attack on Venezuela on Jan 3, 2026 that killed
over 100 people and led to the capture of President Nicolas Maduro and First
Combatant Cilia Flores.

In Africa, the US offered military and intelligence support to the remaining
European colonial powers and fascist apartheid states, but didn't have its own
permanent military presence until the end of the 20th Century. This started in
earnest with the 1990s invasion of Somalia and was used as justification for
the US to set up permanent presence in nearby Kenya and DJIbOUtI

These bases in Northeast Africa laid the
foundation for the eventual creation of US
"Africa  Command" (AFRICOM) in 2008
(headquartered in Rammstein Air Base in
Germany), and the building of new bases across
the continent. However, these bases have
recently been challenged by peoples
movements, and new governments coming to
power on the heels of peoples uprisings in
Niger, Mali, and Burkina Faso rallied together
into the Alliance of Sahel States (AES) and

s Yokota Airbase in Japan after
declared a full break with US, French, and other  tpe Uswokpossess,%n of the

Western imperialist military cooperation. base during WWII. 6



Military Bases* built or seized

from other countries by the US in

the context of US imperialist
development.

US Westward and Overseas
Expansion 1776-1898

Spanish-American War
1898

World War 11914-1918

Colonial Invasions of
Central America and the
Caribbean 1910s-1930s

World War 2 1939-1945

*Note this is not an
exhaustive list
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1813 Nukahiva base (Marquesas Islands)
1867 Midway Island (Hawai'i)
1887 Pearl Harbor (Hawai'i)

1898 Subic Bay Naval Base (Philippines)

1898 Cafiacao-Sangley Point (Philippines)

1899 Pago Pago (Samoa)

1901 Clark Air Base (Philippines)

1903 Camp John Hay (Philippines)

1903 Apra Harbor (Guam)

1904 Mariveles Military Reservation (Philippines)
1906 Guantanamo Bay (Cuba)

1917 Vasco Nunez de Balboa Naval Base
(Panama)

1923 Fort Buchanan (Puerto Rico)

1940 Camp Santiago (Puerto Rico)

1941 Vieques Naval Training Facility (Puerto Rico)
1942 US Air Force Base at Pacifico International
Airport (Panama)

1945 US Army Garrison Yongsan (South Korea)
1945 Yokota Air Base (Japan)

1945 Misawa Air Base (Japan)

1945 Futenma Air Station (Okinawa)

1945 Kadena Air Base (Okinawa)

1946 Sasebo Naval Base (Japan)

1949 Camp Kinser (Okinawa)

1950 Atsugi Air Base (Japan)

Axis of Resistance Fights to Case Study
End US-Israeli Genocide
and Occupation of Palestine

Ansar Allah fighers march on the American and Israeli flags during a %
military parade for new recruits. The parade was held on Monday =
amid escalating tensions with the U.S.-led coalition in the Red Sea, in
Bani Hushaish, Yemen in 2024. i

The Axis of Resistance is the coordinated yet mostly decentralized network
of resistance organizations in West Asia in Palestine, Lebanon, Iraqg, Syria,
and Yemen fighting against US imperialism and the number one US proxy in
the region, the Zionist entity, waging a brutal genocide against the people in
Palestine. Iran provides political and military support to the resistance
forces, though each organization acts on their own initiatives. Much of this
initiative comes in the form of targeting US and Zionist military bases in their
countries, or directly in the heart of the Zionist entity itself. In this way, the
operations of the Axis of Resistance are directly targeting the presence of
US-led war in the region through the means of working to dismantle its
military bases. This means that the struggle of the Axis of Resistance shares
the same objectives as the broad international movement to end US and US-
proxy military bases, a movement that utilizes many tactics on multiple
fronts.

The Al Agsa Flood campaign in Palestine is one of the bravest and boldest
examples of this. The Palestinian resistance targeted Zionist military bases
and destroyed military infrastructure around the borders of Gaza on October
7, 2023. Today, Al Agsa Flood continues to repel Zionist invaders from Gaza
in any way it can through the targeting of temporary bases set up by
occupation forces. Operation True Promise, the missile offensive operations
of Iran against Zionist military infrastructure hit many bases across the
Israeli occupation, including missiles that struck directly at military outposts
facilitating the genocide in Gaza. Hezbollah dismantled many of the Zionists
bases bordering and incurring into Lebanon, while the Islamic Resistance in
Irag has taken the fight directly to US bases using drones and other means.
Missiles launched from Yemen have mostly been used to maintain Yemen's
economic blockade of the Zionist entity, though some have also targeted US
aircraft carriers.

Axis of Resistance
forces breached the
Gaza border fence by
land, sea, and air, on
October 72023,
accompanied by a
barrage of rockets fired
into Israel, breaking the
siege on Gaza for the
first time since 2007.
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Case studies

The following pages contain powerful examples from around the world on
how people are impacted by US and other military bases and how they are
waging mass campaigns and fighting back to close these bases and weaken
the US-led war machine for good.

US Out of Korea

The US has long described the Republic of Korea (ROK) as a "fixed aircraft
carrier" for projecting power across the Asia-Pacific and encircling China.
This strategy formally drags Korea into potential US-led wars, turns the
peninsula into a forward-operating base, and increases hostility between the
ROK and the Democratic People's Republic of Korea (DPRK). This reality is
underscored by the deployment of advanced weaponry like F-35 stealth
fighters, the NEMESIS missile system, and the THAAD anti-missile battery.
US military outposts in the ROK have also conducted biological weapon
experiments on local bases. Furthermore, the US military forcibly
expropriated over 2,300 acres of land from farmers and other local
communities in Pyeongtaek to build Camp Humphreys, the world's largest US
overseas military base.

This relentless US military build-up is routinely cited by the DPRK as an
antagonistic policy that makes its weapons programs a necessary measure
to defend its socialist construction against US intervention. Within the ROK,
the movement against the US presence routinely protests the transformation
of their homes into a strategic hub. They condemn the environmental
destruction, the S1 billion in annual cost-sharing to maintain US troops in the
country paid by the ROK, and the US's operational control over the South
Korean military. Comfort women and their families continue to rally,
demanding recognition and justice. In the diaspora, Koreans advocate for the
US government to sign a peace agreement with the DPRK to finally end the
seven-decade-long conflict. By the thousands, in the streets of the peninsula
and abroad, the movement against the US occupation continues to call for
sovereignty, reunification, and the national liberation of Korea.

South Koreans protest a new naval command
center in front of the Jeju Naval Base in
South Korea in February 2025 20

2005 march against the expansion of
Pyeongtaek US base in South Korea.

Korean War 1950-1953

Beginning of "Dirty Wars" of
Counterinsurgency around
the world 1950s-present

Vietnam War 1955-1975

Fall of Soviet Union, US
invasion of Iraq 1991

Bombings of Yugoslavia
1993-1999

Declaration of the war on
terror, invasion and
occupation of Afghanistan
(2001-2021and Iraq
(2003-2017)

US Pivot to the Pacific, 2012
Base expansion and troop
deployment in ASPAC

Syrian Civil War 2014-2025
Ukraine War 2022-present

US-Zionist genocide of
Palestine and war on Axis of
Resistance 2023-present

1950 Camp Humphreys (South Korea)
1951 Camp Walker (South Korea)

1951 Osan Air Base (South Korea)

1951 Prince Sultan Air Base (Saudi Arabia)
1951 Thule Air Base (Greenland)

1953 Rammstein Air Base (Germany)

1955 Camp Butler (Okinawa)

1956 Muniz Air National Guard Base (Puerto Rico)

1958 Marine Corps Air Station lwakuni(Japan)
1958 Camp Gonsalves (Okinawa)

1959 Camp Carroll (South Korea)

1961 King Abdulaziz Air Base (Saudi Arabia)
1966 Diego Garcia (Indian Ocean)

1985 Soto Cano Air Base (Honduras)

1992 Baledogle Airfield (Somalia)

1996 Al Udeid Air Base (Qatar)

1998 Manda Bay (Kenya)

1999 Ali Al Salem Air Base (Kuwait)
1999 Camp Arifjan (Kuwait)

2001 Bagrem Air Base (Afghanistan)
2002 Camp Lemonnier (Djibouti)

2003 Al Asad Air Base (Iraq)
2004 Camp Simba (Kenya)

2015 Tower 22 (Jordan)
2016 Al-Tanf Base (Syria)
2019 US Base 101and 201(Niger)

Ongoing expansion of EDCA bases in the
Philippines, Bases in Jeju Island, Marine
Corps Air Station Iwakuni in Japan, and
Henoko Bay in Okinawa

Building or re-opening of Roosevelt Roads
in Puerto Rico and Gorgona Island in
Colombia



US Military Bases Today

The US has:

& US overseas military footprint
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179 countries

Source: IBON Foundation International

It is important to understand what constitutes a military base, what happens
on them, and how they impact the communities that live around them. The
examples given here are from US-led bases, the web of ally and puppet
military forces that constitute the largest and most destructive military
superpower network in the world today. Other imperialist militaries allied with
the US, such as the UK, France, Germany, Japan, Australia, and others,
maintain similar practices at their military bases. These bases primarily serve
the system of imperialism, local fascist political forces, and other war
profiteers. Within semi-colonial countries, the military operations of their
domestic military bases and forces serve foreign imperialist military
strategies.

US official military language defines a military installation as “a base, camp,
post, station, yard, center, or other activity under the jurisdiction of the
Secretary of a military department”.

But this language of what is considered a base is coming from an imperialist
outlook. It is clear that these installations are defined by terror, violence,
displacement, and other violations of peoples'rights.

Military bases purposefully blur the lines between military and "civilian” life for
its military members to separate them from the local culture so as to
dehumanize and make the act of killing and enacting severe violence on them
easier for soldiers. It is not uncommon to find ball courts, stores, fast food,
schools, gyms parks and other parallels that meet the needs of civilian life,
however, these accommodations mask how the military uproots community
members, reshaping and destroying their livelihood.
10

In some cases, actions against
military bases can take the form of
militant confrontations. Local
community members pelt stones,
fireworks, or other forms of small-
scale explosives at bases with the
intention of causing direct damage
to the violent structures whose
weapons and military personnel
cause so much damage to them,
their families, and the land that they
live on. Armed liberation struggles
waging revolutionary movements
against  their imperialist-backed
governments target military bases
with the intention of crippling their
aggressors and ending the violence
and plunder inherent in imperialist-
backed militarization. These actions
are a stark reminder that raising
demands to governments which rely
on brute force and repression is not
enough, and that militant action
fighting for the peoples'interests and
aspirations can in fact win against
the strong but vulnerable forces of
militarism.

It is important to remember that
each of the tactics listed here must
not be seen in isolation from one
another. The sum total of actions
against military bases, using many
different tactics ranging from legal
advocacy to militant confrontation, is
ultimately what is needed to wage a
sustained and victorious fight
against the expansion of aggressive
military bases. Even if advocacy
campaigns have no direct
connection to revolutionary
movements engaged in wars of
liberation against imperialist and
fascist military forces, they both
exist with the same goal in mind: the
closure of these strongholds of
militarism and oppression.

In order to sustain the long fight
against military bases using many
different tactics, continued

Filipinos rally against US Secretary of Defense Lloyd
Austin plan to expand Philippines miltiary bases for
US use, Manila, 2023.

campaigns should be waged with the
objective of winning more and more
people into the fight. These
campaigns must be led by the people
who are most impacted and draw on
the  fighting  spirit of the
communities struggling to be free
from  military aggression. By
connecting people and organizations
around the world, and waging
globally coordinated campaigns,
communities can garner
international solidarity in a way that
can offer more resources for their
fight.

Ultimately, campaigns like this must
see that the root cause of military
aggression and base expansion is
the imperialist system itself. The US
is the world's most powerful and
destructive military machine in the
world, but its military bases are not
the root of its power, merely a tool
for wielding it. US imperialism and
the fascist and militarist forces it
relies on must be ended in full in
order for the violence of military
bases to be ended for good. But each
individual  victory and  mass
campaign has the power to build the
movement up until the people as a
whole are strong enough to free
their people and countries from the
grips of US-led war and imperialism.
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testimonies and creatively
propagating them to international
audiences. Education to spread
awareness of the impacts of the
bases and awareness of the fights
and tactics to shut them down is a key
element to bring more people into the
fight. This information is then used as
part international campaigns to bring
more people into the fight and raise
the resistance against the bases. This
is particularly effective when people
within the imperialist countries who
operate bases overseas can be
exposed to the impacts of their own
countries’ military bases and then
bring the demand for closure to their
own government in solidarity with the
people taking action in the effected
communities overseas.

Some military bases operate on a
lease agreement with local
governments to operate on the land
they exist on. In these cases, the
military must go through a public
process to renew the lease
agreement. When these renewal
processes are public, people can
attend and raise their voices to
demand that leases not be renewed
and for the bases to be closed. These
public hearings can be made into
platforms to expose the impact of
military bases to the public.

A delegation of international women gathered with
thousands of South Korean women at the DMZ in 2015
to call for an official end to the Korean War, the
reunion of separated families, and women’s
participation in the peace process
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The Asia Wide Campaign protests the
Marine Corps Air Station Iwakuni in Japan
in 2025

Our movements have often used
these spaces to hold protests inside
or outside lease renewal hearings in
order to challenge the government
and win over more people to join the
fight.

Demonstrations like this are not just
held at government offices, but also
outside the bases themselves.
People hold protests in nearby
communities to raise awareness
and encourage other impacted
people to join organizing efforts to
close the bases. Even when bases
are far away from public living
spaces, people still confront the
soldiers at military bases with
banners, signs, and militant slogans
to show that they are strong and
courageous in their fight. Protests
even include blockading the
entrance of bases to prevent
military activities from happening,
and sometimes even involve
breaking into the bases. These
actions are concrete messages to
the aggressive military forces that
no amount of brute force or fortified
walls can keep the people
repressed, and to the people of the
community, the country, and the
world that the people united can
never be defeated.
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Activists protest RIM of the Pacific Exercises
in July 2026 many of which take place on
Pohakuloa
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Bases take various forms, with some contributing more to intelligence
gathering, supply depots, weapons testing and other means as opposed to
open military force. Some bases have vast artillery ranges that span for
60,000+ acres dedicated to war exercises featuring the latest in weapons
technology that operate around the clock on live fire ranges.

These ranges leave toxins and pollutants in the air, water, and soil with little
to no reqgulation by environmental authorities. Aircraft carriers have been
described as floating military bases. For centuries, these vessels have been
deployed to conduct what is known as "gunboat diplomacy" in which the US
Navy lurks on ports and open waters with the purpose of intimidating foreign
governments into policy changes that serve US interests and threaten direct
military strikes or intervention. Military bases are also centers for testing
deadly forms of chemical, biological, and other forms of warfare without the
knowledge or consent of local communities.

Surveillance technology used for military intelligence gathering is often
tested on local communities or deployed in open warfare around the world
from US bases.

BANGON BABAE!
| RIMPAC /BAGSAK!
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Cancel RIMPAC campaign confronts US Navy in San D/ego US in 2024 to protest
military exercises in occupied Hawai’i
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US tax payers pay anywhere from $10,000 to $40,000 a year to station a
member of the military abroad, amounting to approximately S100 Billion a
year to maintain all overseas personnel and base operations. This number
does not include spending in active US wars such as recently in Afghanistan
and Irag, which brings the total closer to S170 billion. This number is larger
than the discretionary budget for all government agencies except the
Department of Defense and other war-spending agencies. Alongside this
massive amount of public spending on maintaining wars of aggression,
military members and their families spend their money overseas on
controlled and franchised business, rather than in local economies. This
goes to show that it is only the war industry and other monopoly
corporations that gain from US base expansion while the people are
deprived of public funds for healthcare, housing, and education.

The US government allocates over a trillion dollars annually on war budgets
that outfit US military bases with lethal technologies. The largest US war
corporations like RTX, Lockheed Martin, Boeing, Northrup Grumman and
Israeli owned Elbit systems; and tech giants like Microsoft and Palantir, have
already profited billions of dollars in contracts that have helped produce the
latest in drones, missile, fighter jet, and artificial intelligence weaponry.

These weapons are then used in domestic policing and fascist control over
US communities. This equipment can track and monitor movement of all
kinds which plays a pivotal role in gathering intelligence in and around
military installations. In the end, US military bases exist only as extensions
and outposts of US imperialism and oppression. Those of other repressive
states that view the US as their ally or patron master are no different. To
highlight this truth more clearly, we must see how their presence affects the
people who live near these installations.
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Activists in Mali protest for the removal of US forces and French bases.
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Fightback Against US
Military Bases

Despite the dire effects that
military bases have on the
communities, and the countries
as a whole, that they operate in,
the people are organizing,
protesting, and taking direct
action not just to resist, but to
expel these outposts of imperial
domination from their
homelands. People fight not just
because they are being affected
by the severe militarization of
their land that follows the
construction of a base, but
because they know that, united,
they can shut bases down.

The everyday impacts on
communities from bases are
deliberately kept hidden by
governments. They know that the
more information that people
around the world know, the more
solidarity will be raised with the
impacted people and their
struggle. But the people face to
face with the bases know full well
their situation, and they refuse to
be silent. Communities are
exposing the unseen impacts of
military bases on their
communities by documenting
them through pictures, videos,
and

“NO AMOUNT OF
BRUTE FORCE OR
FORTIFIED WALLS
CAN KEEP THE
PEOPLE REPRESSED”

Actions opposing the US AFRICOM base of
Maangamizi in Ghana, 2018

Hundreds protest remilitarization of Puerto Rico
temporarily closing US Aerial Base Muiiz in San
Juan, PR, 2025

Protests against Henoko land
reclamation at US Marine base gates, in
Okinawa, 2018

17



US Fascism and Counterinsur%ency Aim to

Undermine the Fight for a Jus

International protests against NATO military
intervention in Libya

US bases actively prop up fascist
regimes that guarantee the
uninterrupted operation of American
military interests. In collaboration with
local reactionary classes, US bases
become indispensable hubs for
counter-insurgency where US forces
are deployed to suppress those
fighting for the self determination of
their nations. Bases provide secure
locations for launching ground patrols
and air strikes, while also acting as
staging areas for training and de facto
controlling host-nation armed forces
to smash any movement that fights
against US interest. The people's daily
reality under this fascist-imperialist
onslaught is one of terror, suppression
and fear. House searches without
warrant become routine, and the
threat of sudden, overwhelming
violence is normalized when militaries
are forced to stage fake encounters
and kill youth and children to reach
their quota of "neutralized"
revolutionaries, a strategy meant to
crush  the peoples  inevitable
resistance to foreign occupation and
exploitation on their fight for a just and
lasting peace.

Camp Lemonnier in Djibouti, the US's
largest permanent base in Africa,
serves as a crucial hub for drone
operations and intelligence gathering
across the horn of the continent, a
capability that was instrumental in

Peace

supporting the NATO-led
intervention in Libya in 2011,
culminating in the overthrow of the
nationally independent government
of Muammar Gaddafi. This practice
aligns with a long-standing pattern
of the US to use its bases to surveil
nations that resist its influence, such
as Cuba and Venezuela, through its
outpostsin occupied Puerto Rico.

The Soto Cano Air Base in Honduras,
built in 1982, trained paramilitaries to
fight against the liberation armies of
El Salvador and to wage the
campaign of genocide in Guatemala.
Currently, the US uses its bases in
Qatar and Diego Garcia to provide
critical logistical support,
intelligence, and aerial refueling for
Zionist military operations in its war
against the Axis of Resistance in
West Asia. In the Philippines the US
uses its military presence, facilitated

by the Enhanced Defense
Cooperation Agreement (EDCA), to
support the reactionary
government's  counter-insurgency

efforts against the New People's
Army (NPA). This support includes
providing intelligence sharing,
surveillance training, joint military
exercises and even conducting joint
patrols with units of the Armed
Forces of the Philippines aimed at
squashing the fight for national
liberation in the country.

School of the Americas Watch mobilization
marching against injustice of border deaths
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Impacts of Military Bases on Daily
Lives of People and Communities

Overseas US military bases are frequently portrayed as essential instruments
of national defense and regional stability. In reality, they function as
foundational outposts of US imperialism, enabling military domination and
inflicting profound harm on the daily lives of people and the sovereignty of
nations. Their core purpose is to be a staging instrument and serve as
logistical military hubs for equipment, troops, and operations to prepare for,
provoke, and wage wars of aggression that Kill, injure, and displace millions;
destroy infrastructure and the environment subjugating entire nations to
poverty and misery, all to secure US control over land and resources.

The network of US military bases transforms the countries that host them
into front-line targets for potential inter-imperialist wars. These installations,
platforms for launching missiles, warships, and troops, are sold under US
false dichotomy to submit to American domination or face invasion by rival
powers, undermining nations' right to self-determination. The presence of
these bases intentionally sacrifices oppressed communities, often rural,
Indigenous, and island peoples, as pawns in Washington's geopolitical wars.

But US military bases perpetrate violence and exploitation even outside
periods of open warfare, enforcing a daily regime of intimidation and coercion
upon the oppressed peoples of the host countries and also around the bases
inside the US. Their operation is synonymous with rampant human rights
violations, widespread sexual violence against women and other gender
oppressed people, the brazen confiscation of ancestral indigenous lands, the
wholesale destruction of the environment, and the deliberate disruption of
local economies to maintain US imperialist hegemony.

Economic Impacts

The so-called economic benefits of US military bases are a deceptive tool
that ultimately serve the interest of US militarism. The sudden, massive influx
of cash from base construction and soldier spending makes local economies
depend on the base as their primary employer and customer.

This creates a powerful local lobby
of contractors, suppliers, and
businesses  that  aggressively
campaign against any reduction of
the US military presence, at the
cost of people’s land and
sovereignty. Corrupt puppet
officials accept rent payments and
direct military aid tied to the base's
presence, aligning their foreign
policy with US interests.
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A Pakistani protesters burn a U.S. flag during a
protest in Multan in 2013 against the US drone
attacks in the Pakistan 13



Drone warfare orchestrated from
installations like Rammstein Air Base
in Germany and Pine Gap in Australia
enables the CIA and military to
conduct targeted assassinations
beyond any battlefield, strikes that
regularly kill civilians, including
children, without due process or
transparency. In  countries like
Afghanistan and lrag, patrols and
checkpoints near bases have been
sites of countless unjustified
shootings of unarmed civilians, later
dismissed as "collateral damage" or
"rules of engagement" incidents.

Violence Against
Women

Overseas military bases function as
centers for the systematic sexual
violence and brutalization
perpetrated by US military against
women and other gender-oppressed
people. The US military fosters a
racist and patriarchal culture among
its personnel, conditioning them to
view the local population as inferior
and deserving of domination. This
results in rampant rape, the forced
establishment of exploitative red-
light districts, and the
transformation of areas around
bases into centers for transnational
trafficking networks. These crimes
are perpetuated with impunity, as
unequal agreements with puppet
regimes systematically shield US
soldiers from accountability and
deny the victims any justice.

In Okinawa, the decades-long history
of sexual violence, including the
horrific 1995 abduction and rape of a
12 year old girl by three US soldiers,
has sparked several mass protests.
In the Philippines, the history of
sexual exploitation includes the
Comfort Women of WWII, all the way
up to systemic prostitution camps
that were maintained

Activists protest at the Pine Gap spy base in
Australia to demand it close, 2016

around Subic and Clark bases for
decades, where up to 60,000 women
fell into prostitution (including
20,000 minors). Camp towns near US
military bases in Korea have a
devastating history of forced STD
testing and treatment of women,
trapped in these camps through
poverty and debt schemes, only to
the benefit of the US soldiers who
were exploiting them for sex.

This culture of violence is not
confined to the populations around
the bases; it also ravages the ranks
of the US military itself. Inside the
bases, nearly one in four women
service members reports being
sexually assaulted, with racial,
gender, and sexual minorities facing
the greatest risk. An estimated one
in six men has also suffered sexual
abuse, often dismissed under the
toxic labels of ‘“pranks" or
"punishment."
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Protest outside Buchanan Base in Guaynabo,
Puerto Rico, against stationing of US troops and
weapons in surveillance and aggressive missions

against Venezuela, in September 2025 14

Environmental Impacts

US military bases are forcibly imposed through the theft of fertile and sacred
territories belonging to Indigenous peoples and peasant communities. This
seizure destroys their means of subsistence and desecrates cultural sites
vital to their identity. To make way for runways, the military bulldozes ancient
burial grounds. To supply its operations, it poisons or steals whole water
sources from communities. To build military housing, it demolishes sacred
planting grounds. This systematic destruction poses an existential threat to
the survival of entire cultures, severing traditions that have been passed
down through generations.

Once established, these bases function as open wounds on the environment,
continuously poisoning the land, air, and water with toxic chemicals, nuclear
waste, and the wreckage of their war machines. The result is the intentional
transformation of once vibrant sources of food and economic livelihood into
death traps for the surrounding population. In the Marshall Islands nuclear
testing launched from testing sites operated by US military facilities against
the wishes of its people left the land poisoned with high levels of nuclear
fallout. Through intentional human experimentation by the US military,
radiation exposure caused horrific suffering as victims scratched off their
own skin, mothers watched their children’s hair fall out, and blisters devoured
their bodies overnight. Bases like Ronald Reagan Air Force Base in Kwajelein
continue missile testing on their occupied land, and the nuclear waste has not
been removed on Enewetak Atoll to this day.

In Okinawa, where United States military installations cover approximately
25% of the island, the forced construction of a new US military base of
Henoko in Oura Bay is destroying a vital ecosystem and seagrass beds that
sustain local fisheries. Japanese and American military base operations in
Okinawa pollute aquifers exposing the local community to harmful forever
chemicals. In northern Guam, live-fire and urban warfare ranges, and sites for
a new ‘missile-defense” system threaten to irreparably destroy habitat for
vulnerable species, damage ancient Chamorro villages and artifacts, and
poison the island's primary aquifer with military pollutants. Similarly, the
catastrophic 2021 leak at the Red Hill Bulk Fuel Storage Facility in Hawaii
poisoned the primary drinking water source for 93,000 residents on O‘ahu,
including military families, both local and those stationed there, causing
severe health crises and displacing families from their homes.

Residents shout in protest, “U.S. military, don’t ever
come back!” and “Ospreys, don’t fly over Miyako
Island!” June 2026 in Okinawa 15

Community protesting Navy’s lag in
defueling Red Hill, Hawai’i in 2023



